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      Articles for the February Magazine by 7th January please 



He walked where I walk.  

He stood where I stand.  

He felt what I feel.                              

He understands.                               
Graham Kendrick                                                           

© 1988 Make Way Music.                               

CCL No: 4268 

                                                         
‘WHAT DOES THE CHRISTMAS SEASON MEAN TO YOU?' 

Dear members and friends of Cheadle Hulme Methodist Church,               

I am writing this in the week that this year’s Christmas stamps have 

been released.  Two sets of Christmas stamps have been 

produced.  One is a set of Madonna and Child stamps with images 

from paintings by different artists.  The other set arise from a 

Christmas stamp competition that took place for 4-11 year olds.  

They were asked to design a stamp in response to the question, 

‘What does the Christmas season mean to you?’  The designs of 

the two overall winners are depicted on this set of stamps and are 

of Santa Claus on his Sleigh on a Starry Night and a Snow Family. I 

suppose it is not surprising that Santa or a snowman are what 

Christmas means to a ten or nine-year old child, though other 

entries did contain aspects of the nativity stories. 

I wonder how you might respond to that question, ‘What does 

the Christmas season mean to you?’  There are numerous answers 

you could give, some related to things which you enjoy, others 

concerning less positive aspects.  I will leave you to reflect upon 

what your own response would be.   

At the moment, for me, the Christmas season is about sorting 

out publicity and doing lots of forward-planning for a whole variety 

of services (which you will find mentioned elsewhere in this 

magazine).  Lots of preparation from a 

personal point of view will follow (including 

sorting out when and where we will see 

different parts of the family).  However, all 

this is not central to what Christmas 

actually means to me.  It is about a God 

who comes close to us in Jesus, to share 

our humanity and understand our experience, to reveal God’s love 

for us and bring hope to the world.  How could I show that on a 

stamp?  Perhaps a lighted candle to signify hope, a heart to 

symbolise love, and the baby Jesus in a manger, surrounding three 

words in the centre: God-with-us. 



May you know the love and presence of God and the hope 

which Christmas brings, not only during this 

Christmas season but also in the year to come.                             
     

             Philip                                                                                                                        

       

     

   

CHANGES TO THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERTORY 

Now that many in the congregation give their offertory via electronic 

bank transfer, it has become noticeable that the need to hand 

around collecting baskets during the service, for folk to place their 

offering/envelopes, has diminished significantly. 

Also whenever we have a group of folk within the church, for say a 

Baptism, who are not familiar with church practices, that there can 

be a deal of embarrassment when the collecting 

basket appears and they were not expecting it.  

With this in mind, and following discussions with the 

Vestry Stewards and the Minister, the Leadership 

Team have proposed a change in the way the offertory is collected. 

With effect from 7
th
 January 2018, the first Sunday in the new year, 

the collecting baskets will no longer be handed around during the 

service. Instead these baskets will be placed on tables inside both 

Sanctuary entrance doors for folk to deposit their 

envelopes/offertory money. The baskets will be suitably marked so 

that folk will know what they are there for. 

At a suitable point in the service the baskets will be brought forward 

by the Vestry Stewards for the person leading the service to say a 

prayer of blessing. 

If there are any retiring collections, these will be taken in the usual 

way, i.e. someone will stand at the exit doors from the sanctuary 

holding a collecting basket. 

If there are any issues which folk wish to raise over this change, 

please feel free to speak to a member of the  Leadership Team. 

Thank you  

                            John Harrington, Leadership Team. 

 

 



NEWS FROM RETRAK 

A STORY   
   

Dagimawi * is a 16 year old boy. He left home because of family 

economic hardship and peer pressure. He stayed on the streets of 

Addis Ababa for a month. 

During his stay on the street he encountered many challenges like 

lack of food, shelter, abuse and cold weather conditions. After living 

on the street for several weeks, Retrak outreach workers found him 

and invited him to Retrak. After he joined Retrak all his essential 

needs were met and the work began to help him recover from his 

experience of life on the street. It was during one to one counselling 

service that he revealed to his counsellor that after the abuse he 

experienced on the street  he felt worthless. Then the counsellor 

started working on building his self-esteem. 

After Dagimawi became ready to return to his family and continue 

his education a reintegration plan was done and placement was 

implemented. During the reintegration process, the social worker 

dealt with his school so that he was able to resume his education. 

To help resolve the economic hardship, his parents had small 

business training and an IGA (income generating assistance grant) 

was provided. Following reintegration, Dagimawi has been 

attending school regularly and has been promoted to grade 9 by 

scoring 97% on the National Exam which is an excellent result. Now  

he is emotionally strong and hopeful that he will overcome his 

problems. He is helping his parents by conducting gardening 

activities and making money by repairing electronic equipment on  

the weekends.  
* Name changed 

 
ALL WRAPPED UP 

For Christmas this year, we need you to help us get 

#Allwrappedup!  

You can take part by being wrapped up in Christmas paper, 

nominating three friends on social media and texting WRAP17 £3 

to 70070 to donate to Retrak’s campaign to get more children 

back to safe, caring families. Why not encourage your friends and 

colleagues to join in? Download and assemble our Christmas 

donation box and pay £1 to nominate the person you most want 



to wrap up. Feel free to pay to nominate your boss as many times 

as possible! When you have collected your donations send them 

to: Metropolitan House, Station Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire, 

SK8 7AZ and we will send you your certificate. Don’t forget to tag 

us in your pictures and ‘reveals’ on Twitter and Facebook with 

#Allwrappedup! 

 

Prayer 

It was good that so many of us were able to meet together for our 
Prayer Mornings in October and November  
As you know, the next date planned to pray together is  
16th December - we hope that even more people will be there on 
this occasion. 
 

We will be thinking and praying about various aspects of the life and 
work of this church, and our witness in the community which we are 
called to serve - bringing these matters before our great, yet 
personal, God. 
 

We will be praying TOGETHER as a Church with the opportunity to 
pray in groups or individually - aloud or silently   
 

We hope that you will be able to join with members of the Church 
family, praying together - and encourage others to come as well. 

       Come and Worship 

Sunday 3rd December  

10.00am  Rev Philip Peacock and Pat James         

All Age Worship (Toy and Gift Service)      

6.30pm    Rev Philip Peacock  

   Community Carol Service 
     

 
Sunday  10th December 

 10.00am  Rev Philip Peacock with Holy Communion  
& Young Church 

                 Reflect will be led by Derek Booth 
 6.30 pm   Rev Tim Nicholls with Band: Contemporary Carol Service 
 
  

Sunday  17th December 

10.00am  All Age Nativity led by Rev Philip Peacock, 

  Beth Price & Young Church  



6.30pm  Local Arrangement:             ‘A 
Youthful Take on Christmas’ 
 

 

Sunday  24th December   

10.00am  Rev Philip Peacock – Carol Service: ‘Journey to   

  Bethlehem’ 

4.00 for 4.30pm                Christingle Service with Band 

 

 

6.30pm    No Service  

11.15pm  Rev Philip Peacock - Candlelit Christmas

  Eve Communion 

 

Monday 25th December  

 

10.00am  Rev Philip Peacock – Christmas Day 

Celebration: ‘From Heaven to Earth’ 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 31st December 

10.00am    Mrs Mary Langton 

No evening Service 
 

Sunday 7th January 2018 

10.00am David James and Margaret Parker  

               All Age Worship 

6.30pm  Rev Heegon Moon with prayers 

 for Healing and Wholeness and Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 14th January 

10.00am Rev Philip Peacock Covenant Service which includes  

               Holy Communion: ‘Hope’ & Young Church 

No evening Service 
 

Sunday 21st January 

9.30 for 10.00am Taste 

10.00am  Rev Philip Peacock – ‘Worship engages our whole lives’ 

  (Beginning of preaching series) 



6.30pm    Local Arrangement with the Band 
 

Sunday 28th January 

10.00am Pulpit Exchange (to be confirmed) 

Reflect led by John Harrington 

6.00pm Informal Worship              
 

 

CHRISTMAS  Collections   

LifeShare at Christmas   I'll be involved with the Christmas project 

for the homeless in Manchester again this year, though not as 

actively as in the past and not after 16th December. 

They need men’s jeans, small sizes, socks, small toiletries ( travel 

sizes are ideal but no after shave please) and tinned tomatoes! 

If anyone would like to donate any of the above there will be a bin in 

the office.                          Jenni Hardman 

 

From 3
rd

 December the WNAT notice board will be available for 

you to send Christmas Greetings to your CHMC family- as usual, 

place your donation in an envelope marked Christmas Card Board 

please. The monies raised will go to JMA. 
 

Toy & Gift Service:   

At the service on December 3rd we will be collecting toys and 

toiletries for the mothers and children at "Stockport without 

Abuse" and toiletries for 11-17 year olds for a new project in 

Wythenshawe run by Action for Children. We will also be collecting 

ladies’ toiletries for the Boaz Trust Night Shelter. Please support 

these two worthy causes.               
 

 

The Christmas services’ offertories will be divided between MHA 

and Action for Children. 

 

Decorating the Christmas Tree 

This year we are following a theme of ‘Christmas Journeys’ for our 

Christmas services.  To link with this we are going to decorate the 

Christmas tree with luggage labels.  You are invited to 

put the name of Jesus or another name by which he is 

known on a label (and decorate it a bit more as you 

wish) or draw on a label a picture which relates to a 



journey people made at the first Christmas (e.g. the shepherds or 

the wise men).   Luggage labels will initially be available in the 

church office and then by the Christmas tree.  

 

Write For Rights 2017 
This is Amnesty International's annual campaign, formerly known as 
the Greetings Card campaign. Tens of thousands throughout the 
world take part and send cards to prisoners of conscience, human 
rights defenders and others whose rights have been abused or are 
under threat.  
 
This year we've selected the case of Azza Soliman to whom you 
may wish to send a card. 
Prominent lawyer Azza Soliman has dedicated her life to defending 
victims of torture, arbitrary detention, domestic abuse, and rape. 
 
She co-founded two organisations, the Centre for Egyptian 
Women’s Legal Assistance and Lawyers for Justice and Peace, to 
provide women in poverty and survivors of abuse with legal aid, 
support, and literacy lessons. 
The authorities have responded to Azza’s courageous work by 
labelling her a ‘spy’ and a ‘threat’ to national security. She has been 
put under surveillance, targeted by smear campaigns, and harassed 
by security forces and pro-government media outlets. 

Azza now faces three trumped-up charges as part of the politically 
Motivated Case 1/5 (the foreign funding case) which targets NGOS. 
Tax evasion, operating a civil society organisation without Proper 
registration and slandering Egypt's image and reputation. By 
claiming Egyptian women are at risk of rape. Her assets were frozen 
and she was banned from travelling.  If found guilty Azza faces 
imprisonment 

Azza Soliman,19A Oboor apartments, Salah Salem Masr el-Gedida, 
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 
When you write you may include your name and address if you wish 
and also sending a religious card is fine. But please do not mention 
Amnesty International. 
 
A suggested message is: 
'Thank you for all your work for victims of human rights abuses. I     
send you my support.'                                           
 
                                                                               Duncan Booth                                                                                     



 

 
                               CAFEUNITY IN HEALD GREEN 

Caféunity is a community café in Finney Lane, Heald Green.  It was 

opened in July 2005 as part of the Churches Together in Heald 

Green.  In 2014 the Café ceased to have a direct relationship with 

the Churches Together and was set up as a Company Limited by 

Guarantee and registered as an independent charity.  Whilst it is not 

directly owned by the Churches of Heald Green it maintains cordial 

and co-operative relationships with the various places of worship in 

Heald Green.   

Caféunity has become an integral part of the community and 

provides support for all members of the community from young 

mums, through to senior citizens. It also provides volunteering 

opportunities from the Cheadle Royal eating disorder clinic and the 

Seashell Trust. It is in every sense a supportive and caring place 

that has contributed positively to the community of Heald Green. 

The Café has recently been adopted by the Local Community Fund 

which means that it benefits from 1% of what you spend on Co-

operative products.  This relationship began on the 12
th
 November 

and continues until October 2018.  This provides a valuable source 

of fund raising for Caféunity at no cost to you.  All you have to do is 

register your Co-op card to make your 1% count toward the 

Caféunity charity.  You register by signing onto the following web-

site       https://membership.coop.co.uk/sign-in 

If you do not have a card, you can obtain one at your local Co-op 

store.                                                                      Charles Nevin. 

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/sign-in


ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

On Janury 27th 2018 a concert will be held by the Amaretti 

Orchestra on behalf of Action for Children.  The venue will be  

St. Andrew's Church, Cheadle Road starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £10 from Ann and Duncan Booth and refreshments will 

be available. 

The programme will include music by Liszt, Bartok and Purcell. 

Please try to support this event:- 

 

A poem by Angela Yardy in support of the event for Action for 

Children:- 

As Christmas approaches we think of that day 

When one very special child headed our way. 

We think of the message he came to proclaim 

And ask God to help us in Jesus's name. 

To show, through our actions that he's our Messiah; 

To share his compassion and Godly desire 

Through Action for children we pray that we might 

Help children feel loved whatever their plight 

For each one is special, their potential is there, 

So help them to know that we see and we care 

May each child know joy from our Father above   

As Action for Children share Jesus's love 

And as we support them in our own way 

Help us to take action for children today.         

  

  

WHOLE LIFE WORSHIP 

Next year, after the Covenant service and before Holy Week, the 

Home Groups will be following common material with the title ‘Whole 

Life Worship.’  This is a five-session series of Bible studies exploring 

the connections between worship and everyday life. 
 

Linked to these, there will be a Sunday preaching/teaching series 

with the relevant service normally preceding the Home Group.  (One 

will follow because of the Church Anniversary celebrations on  

March 4
th
.) 

 

 



The programme will be as follows: 
  

Sunday Jan 21
st
:   Worship engages our whole lives. 

Sunday Feb 4
th
:    Worship offers us fresh insight. 

Sunday  Feb 18
th
:   Worship transforms our everyday actions.                         

Sunday March 11
th
:          Worship inspires our everyday speech.                         

Sunday March 18
th
:          Worship focuses our wavering hearts. 

 

If you are interesting in joining a Home Group for this series, please 

get in touch with one of the Home Group leaders – details for whom 

can be found at the back of this magazine.   

 

            News of the Family 
 

Thanks 

 

Sheila Schofield says "Many thanks to the Church Family for my 

lovely flowers brought by Gill and to all who have kindly sent cards, 

flowers, chocolate and even food! A special thank you to my caring 

Pastoral Visitor for her support.  I won't be climbing ladders again!" 

 

Following Joyce Brooke’s funeral, Emma, Peter and Stephen 

Brooke wrote: “Please … pass on our thanks to the whole 

congregation for their kind wishes to us and donations (£300) to our 

chosen charities in [Joyce’s] memory.” 

 

Peter Cresswell wishes to thank the church family for the 

tremendous help at Sheila's funeral, so many people so kind and so 

helpful, and all those who have supported him throughout this 

difficult time 

 

Transport  

If any church member is aware of someone who cannot  

come to the Sunday Morning Service for lack of transport  

please let me know.                                                       George Lea                      
   

 

                 



Flower Visitor for December is Jane Kemp 

                    and January is Jenni Hardman. 

     

 

In our prayers 

We remember in our prayers those who have been in hospital  

during the last month and those who are very poorly.  

We continue to pray for those who are listed in our prayer book           

SHEILA CRESSWELL 
We have known and been friends with Sheila and Peter and their 
children since 1977 when we were asked to visit them by our then 
minister the Rev Dr Bernard Jones as they moved into Musbury 
Avenue. Sheila soon became a member of Young Wives and a 
Sunday School teacher, a duty she took very seriously and built up 
relationships and friendships with the children of her class and their 
parents. She later became a Pastoral Visitor, again visiting her group 
of members regularly, always taking an interest in their lives. For a 
while she was a member of Women's Fellowship and she was also a 
helper for many years with the Girls Brigade as Katherine and Sarah 
were brigaders from being very young. 
 
She was very proud of her family. John lived nearby but  the distance 
between Katherine and Sarah and their families meant she didn’t see 
them very often. But she always kept in touch especially with her six 
grandchildren, following their progress and achievements. She was a 
member of Woodford W.I. And in fact introduced Ann to the W.I. in 
1988. But Sheila's main interest outside the home was dancing. She 
loved to dance and she and Peter led and taught dancing for many 
years. They made an elegant couple on the dance floor, and they 
were a joy to watch. Sheila loved hosting parties. She was a friendly 
very good-natured person and was very good at keeping in touch 
with people even when she was very poorly. She also had an 
exceptional memory. When she was very ill a few weeks before she 
died we were reminiscing about the old days and her memory was as 
sharp as ever. She was also a keen knitter and during her illness 
raised hundreds of pounds for various charities knitting Easter 
chicks, Christmas stockings and countless dishcloths! 
 
Sheila was a firm believer in prayer and she was grateful and 
amazed that so many prayers were being said for her. She kept  
the hope that she would dance again but it wasn't to be. We only 
hope she's able to keep “tripping the light fantastic” in heaven.  
God Bless you Sheila.                              Ann and Duncan Booth 



 
Joyce Brooke   1928 - 2017 

Joyce was born in Newcastle upon Tyne.  A true Geordie, she was 

very proud of her roots.  A Sunday morning greeting to her fellow 

Geordie, Doris Codner was, “ ello mi marra”, after which they both 

had a good laugh. 

Joyce left school at 14, to help support the family during a difficult 

time.  In later life, she made up for this, gaining her teaching diploma, 

and later an Open University Degree in Humanities. She became a 

lay preacher, continuing in the role for over 50 years. 

She met Tony, when she moved to Benton, living close to and 

attending the same Methodist Church. This led to a long, happy and, 

in her words, interesting marriage. 

In 1964 the family, now including Stephen and Peter, moved to 

Cheadle Hulme. Her lifelong involvement with the Methodist Church 

continued.   Maybe because of her own background, Joyce was a 

great mentor and confidante, especially to younger people. With a 

wonderful insight into human nature, she didn’t miss much.  And, I 

reluctantly admit, she was invariably right. But her advice was always 

given in a genuine, caring way. When, in later years, Tony became 

ill, she nursed him initially at home. When he went into Woodlands 

Care Home, she visited him daily, and also spent time with other 

patients’ relatives, supporting and caring.  She supported her 

brothers, recently meeting up with Alan after 20 years, a great joy for 

her. 

 Her family and her faith, were the mainstay of her long life.  Stephen, 

Peter, Emma, Simon, Sarah and Joe.  All missing her, 

but joyful, for her influence on their lives. 

 Her friendships were loving and loyal and a lot of fun. 

 A special lady to all those who knew her. 

                                                                           Barbara Clark 

 

Below is a reprint of an article that Joyce Brooke wrote about 15 

years ago: 

 

Joyce Brooke looks back over 50 years of Local Preaching 

When people began to comment on the fact that my name was very 

close to the top of the preaching plan and in danger of dropping off, I 



had to admit that as it had been there for over 50 years they were 

probably right!  It was suggested that I might like to comment on 

those 50 years, but where do I begin? 

It might never have happened if there had not been good Christian 

people who saw a teenager who was hurting, and did their best to 

help. I was an unlikely candidate, very shy, insecure, deprived 

through circumstances of the education I could have had, and very 

bitter. John Muckle, our minister at their time, helped the process of 

healing which at the time the whole family needed.  Faith grew as I 

looked for answers against this background of family disruption, war 

and its aftermath, and the desperate need to earn a living.  It was 

wonderfully confirmed through a powerful conversion experience 

which led me, through all kinds of work in the church, to respond to 

the Call to Preach. The love of God in Jesus Christ was the Gospel 

which had to be proclaimed.  

The way forward was not easy.  The Local Preacher's Meeting was 

virtually a brotherhood, and I felt much younger than any of them.  

My then Superintendent Minister drew me aside to ask very sternly 

"Are you sure this is what you want to do?  I knew it was. It was in 

1948 that this was first put to test.  I still have the letter inviting me to 

take the whole of a Service the following week, and I knew the whole 

congregation knew a great deal more than myself. 

So much could be said about that early training compared with today 

that I will simply say to Local Preachers now in training that we were 

given no choice when reading John Wesley's sermons and had to 

read all 44!  It was strict and disciplined and when it was completed 

we were let loose. 

  

Whatever we did was reinforced by being involved in the full work 

and worship of the Church.  As members of Leaders' \meetings, 

Circuit Meetings and often the Synod and Conference, we were kept 

in touch.  We led Class Meetings in prayer and bible study, were 

often in Sunday School and Youth Work, and had pastoral 

responsibilities. Local Preachers may have been called to special 

work, but God uses every skill and we have never been able to 

function without the Church which contributes to work and worship in 

a way which can lift us up or set us down. 

These years would never have been possible without the family 



putting up with a bit of disruption from time to time, and I have been 

grateful for their forbearance and support.  I thank God for all that he 

has done, for the way in which he continues to use us as channels of 

his forgiveness and love.  His word is a lamp unto our feet, and 

through Jesus he draws all people to himself. 

 

         For Your Diary 
Cameo 
Meets on Tuesdays 10.30am - 2.15pm and our last day before 

Christmas is 12th December see news letter for date of meeting in 

January 
  

Contact 

Will meet on 13th December for members' contributions 

And then on 17th January for a meal together.  
 

Focus 
Will  not meet in December and will meet again on  
January 19th when Duncan Booth will speak on "Howards End is on 
the landing" 
 
 

Food bank 

Continues to have a collection on the second 

Sunday of each month 
 

Network meets on Thursdays at 2.30pm 
7th December there will be a Beetle Drive 
14th December the Christmas Celebration with the Singers 
11th January Ros Brown will speak on '60 years in the Highlands' 
18th January From Lincoln to Stockport - Rev Julie Johnson 
25th January From Lyme Green to Lyme Park  David Warner 
 
Refugee Crisis A group meets regularly to share information, and to 

pray about various aspects of this on-going crisis. 

We usually meet on the First Monday of the month - so the next 
meeting is December 4th. 
We will take a break in January, and then meet again on February 
5th Everyone is welcome.  Please see the weekly Notice Sheet for 
the venue 
Toddlers 

The last group before Christmas will be on Wed 13th Dec and will 



recommence on 3rd Jan 

Baby chat 

The last meeting before Christmas will be Thursday 14th Dec and 

start again on 4th Jan 

Tiddlywinks 

Last meeting will be on Fri 8th Dec and the next on Jan 12th 

 

Rock Solid For 10-14 year olds for fun discussion and friendship 

Alternate Tuesdays at 7.15pm-8.30pm in term time only 

 

 

SALOME NTUBUBA  -  WOW! 

There is a world-wide movement to celebrate the achievements of 

women known as ‘WOW:  Women Of the World’.  Their twentieth 

festival was held last weekend in Exeter. 

Last Thursday we had the privilege of listening to a talk from Salome 

Ntububa who most definitely is a WOW!   She was born in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the last in a family of ten.  

Despite the violent death of Salome’s father before she was a year 

old, her mother enabled her to complete her education, and then go 

on to do a double degree in the Evangelical University of Africa, in 

Agricultural Sciences and Engineering. 

Then, after meeting thousands of refugees fleeing the genocide in 

neighbouring Rwanda, Salome became heavily involved in working 

with humanitarian issues, especially in the DRC. The DRC is a land 

rich in natural resources, yet its people are amongst the poorest in 

the world. 

Reasons for this are multitude! 

 Climate changes ….. needing improved crop-management and 

rural development. 

 Conflict ….. a state of war has been the norm for over twenty 

years.                                    

 Rape …… war brings additional problems for women since, as 

well as fighting with guns, the local armies are instructed 

routinely to rape every female, of every age.  Rape is simply 

seen as a weapon of war.  Should this result in a child, both 

child and mother are driven out of their village, clearly with 

lifelong consequences.  Will they ever be re-integrated into 

community life again?  How can they grow food for themselves 



without access to land?  How can they get to a hospital and pay 

for medicines they need for the AIDS which came with the rape? 

The women of DRC are very resilient, and Salome has helped 

many to form groups of affected women who support each other 

in countless ways.  

 Other causes of difficulty result from ineffective security and 

legal services   An Advocate is needed to put their case and to 

challenge corruption.   

Many local Stockport people have been generously supporting 

Christian Aid via our street collections, sponsored walks and swims, 

and the house-to-house envelope collections each May.  Christian 

Aid, most grateful for our continued support, is keen to bring relief 

when humanitarian problems are getting to crisis point.  So for 10 

years now, Salome has been employed by Christian Aid to highlight 

areas throughout Central and West Africa where input would yield 

sustainable results, and to give advice as to who locally would be the 

right people to ask to work as Partners. 

A year ago our Cheadle Hulme Churches Together group chose to 

support a Christian Aid project which aimed to find local people in 

Africa to listen to the needs of village people, and to provide 

advocates for them in their local governments.  Already the work of 

our group has been instrumental in bringing water to many (a life-

changing move!), and in encouraging men folk to see the rewards of 

helping grow more reliable crops,, and of setting up local markets 

where their produce can be sold, and other necessities bought (jobs 

previously left to the women, to add to their other tasks). 

Imagine our surprise when we realised that Salome is native to THIS 

AREA THAT WE HAVE BEEN COLLECTING FOR!  We loved 

watching her buoyant enthusiasm as she described her work, and 

her joy at seeing the change of circumstances that she has 

witnessed amongst villagers!  Instead of fearing for their future, many 

declare “I am HAPPY now!”  Some of these groups that have been 

supported by Christian Aid have said after two years, “We are 

independent now! Please leave us and go to other people who need 

your help!”  They know what it is to share what they have received.  

In fact, by a strange coincidence, we saw today a striking eample of 

this.  In Africa, 80% of displaced refugees get cared for in the homes 

of local people (not in huge camps).  Poor themselves, somehow 



they have to take in perhaps two extra families. There is no 

international provision, and currently in the DRC alone 1,400,000 

internally displaced people are not in any camp.         Salome’s work 

is indeed wonderful! 

We take this opportunity to THANK ALL STOCKPORT PEOPLE who 

have supported this work, and hope you will continue to do so! 

                            Margaret Clarke 

                ************************************** 
During a recent nostalgic visit to Totley Rise Methodist Church where 

my parents married on 29th March 1952 the following 'church 

notices' were typed on the back of the magazine: 

 

The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of 

David Alan Belzer, the sin of Reverend and Mrs Julius Belzer . 

 

Helpers are needed! Please sign up on the information sheep.  

 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and 

community 

              **************************************** 

 

“WE’LL PRAISE HIM FOR ALL THAT IS PAST, 

AND TRUST HIM FOR ALL THAT’S TO COME!” 

First, warmest thanks to you all for so many prayers and kind 

messages (not to mention flowers!) received late August/early 

September, when I was rushed in to Stepping Hill for an emergency 

operation - what a stunning Hospital!   What brilliant diagnostics  

and surgery – and what superb nursing, especially by the Stoma 

Team! 

It was all such a shock that for a while I was in denial, so deeply 

blotting out what had happened to me that my brain simply couldn’t 

memorise the elaborate “procedure” for coping with the stoma 

pouches.  It was meeting other people who had just “got on with it” 

that eventually enabled me to say, with Psalm 139, “I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made!”  and even “We’ll praise Him for all that is 

past!” 

As for the second half of this verse, that was easier.  My prognosis 

was not good, but I knew at once that I wanted no further treatment - 



just to spend these last precious months at home, with a wonderful 

raft of progressive help opened up for me - the NHS is miraculous! 

Then came inspiration – why not ask if I COULD CELEBRATE MY 

THANKSGIVING for the last 88 years WITH ME THERE?  I did ask – 

and I can!  It so happened that some of my family were coming “oop 

north” after Christmas, and were calling to visit me on THURSDAY 

DECEMBER 28
th

.  So there was the date found for me!   

“We’ll trust Him for all that’s to come” – yes!  Of course it may not 

come off – “the times are in His hands” – but I want to invite any of 

you, my church family, to join my human family and friends in church 

at 12 noon. Then, “COME ON AND CELEBRATE!” 

It is my Heavenly Birthday - which I have been preparing for since 

2012!  True!  I have been typing out hymns and readings, turning my 

room into a miniature printing works – and I am so looking forward to 

it all! 

Gill Newton described her Cornish grandmother’s Celebration, when 

all the village gradually joined in, walking together to the Methodist 

church, singing “We’re marching to Zion,  beautiful, beautiful Zion,   

We’re marching onward to Zion,  the beautiful city of God.”  The 

verse ends “Then let our songs abound, and EVERY TEAR BE 

DRY!”    I hope I can recapture something of that simple certainty - 

and joy!                                                 Ann Garrood 

 

 
 
 
A Prayer for Christmas 
 
Dear Father God We thank you for all that Christmas means as we 
remember that you sent your own son to save us all. We thank you 
for your continuing love as you care for us and bless us each day. 
Bless us all as we try to follow your example to love and care for our 
fellow   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CHMC REUNION 

3
RD

 MARCH 2018 (2.0 – 5.0pm) 

Only 4 months to go now before the Reunion, including cream tea,  

kick-starts our series of celebrations to mark 50 years since the  

present building was opened and I’m sure we can all contribute to  

making it a very special afternoon. There are many ways in which  

you can help:- 

 Talk to people, both far & near, to make sure they know the 

date.  

There will be invitation cards to give out before Christmas 

so you can put one in a card. 

 

 Reminisce & jot down your anecdotes –  

we hope to put a booklet together. 

 

 Search out old photos, flyers, etc., especially relating to  

specific groups. Anything that’s of interest to you will be  

interesting to others.Peter Crummett has a comprehensive  

archive of general memorabilia but it’s worth checking 

with him first. (Better to have 2 of something than none!) 

 

 Look at the notice-board near the bookstall.  

There’s a list of past members for whom we have no contact  

details. If you have addresses (preferably e-mail) of anyone,  

please fill in one of the slips & put it in the ‘post box’ in the 

office.  

They will be added to a database & kept informed. 
 

 Were you married at CHMC?  

Could we borrow a photo or two to put on display?  

(More information to follow.) 
 

 As soon as you get your 2018 diary  

             WRITE IN THE DATE – 3
RD

 MARCH! 
 

 If you have any other ideas for the day speak to me or e-mail. 

lesleypeacock@googlemail.com 

  

mailto:lesleypeacock@googlemail.com


 

    Home Groups 
 
 

 
 
 

Monday 

 

Wendy and Les Turner 

 

 

 

 

 

    7pm 

Monday Rachel Monkhouse 

 

      

  

 

    8pm 

Monday Pam Howie 

 

 

   

 

   7.45pm 

    

Tuesday 

 

 

Val Pickwell 

 

 

 

 

   8pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 

Dilys and  

Maurice Turnpenney 

 

 

 

 

   8pm 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Thursday John Harrington 

                         

 

 

 

10am –  

12 noon 

 

 

 

 



                              MEETING   TOGETHER 

                                        People to contact 

Sunday 

Young Church  10.00      Pauline Moore        

Great Heights  20.00  Phil & Jaqui Sarbutts  

 

Tuesday 

Cameo   10.30 Val Pickwell   

Banner Making  14.00 Sue Jacklin         

Reflective Worship 19.00       Pat James                 

Rock Solid  19.15      John Harrington         

 

Wednesday  

Toddler Group  10.30       Susie Metcalfe   

Contact      14.30 George Lea    

The Singers  18.45 Christine Watson   

 

Thursday 

Baby Chat  10.30 Susie Metcalfe   

Network   14.30 Ruth Mason 

Scouts   19.15 David Heatley    

 

Friday 

Tiddlywinks  10.30 Susie Metcalfe    

Beavers                   18.30 Jacqui Metcalfe   
(6- 8years)Parish Rooms  

Cubs                          18.30   Andrew Thompson  
Thorn Grove Guide HQ    

Focus   19.30 Val Pickwell    

 

Heating Steward:           R. Watson/ A. Hardman 

Envelope Secretary:  David Clark              

Room Bookings:   Church Office               

Transport Rota:   George Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

                          



 

 



 


