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Year of Testimony 

I have written in the September Circuit newsletter about how 

this Methodist year is to be a ‘Year of Testimony’, where 

testimony in this context means the public telling of a spiritual 

conversion or experience.  This relates to the evangelism (or 

faith-sharing) part of our church Vision Statement and 

specifically to the part which says that we will aim to ‘share the 

good news of Jesus with all by providing training, 

encouragement and opportunities for people to talk about 

Jesus.’ 

I have suggested in the Circuit newsletter that people might 

consider sharing something of the story of their Christian 

experience in a service (2 or 3 minutes).  This could be to do 

with how you became a Christian or something related to how 

you have seen God working in your life since then.  If you 

would be prepared to do this, please let me or Louise know.  

Or, you might like to write something down and send it to 

Margaret Gulson for inclusion in a church magazine or to Jenny 

Manning for the Circuit newsletter.  We also hope to run 

another ‘Talking Jesus’ course at the start of 2020.  If you were 

unable to attend the last one, this is an opportunity for you to 

give some time and thought to how you can share your faith 

and God’s story with others. 

The Circuit newsletter article tells you more about how this 

‘Year of Testimony’ and how it is being resourced through Cliff 

College, the Growth and Evangelism Team and the Learning 

Network. 

Philip. 

Rev’d Philip Peacock 

Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Harvest 2019  

 

As you know, the effects of climate change, such as shifting 

weather patterns, are being experienced around the world.  

Here in the UK, in the summer just gone, we have had the 

highest temperature on record and heavy rains causing 

flooding (some rather too close to home).   

 

However, the impact of the changing climate is often most 

intensely felt by the world’s poorest communities. 

This harvest, we will be focusing upon a small village in 

Ethiopia where changing weather patterns have resulted in 

hardship.   Belyu’s story illustrates the situation there: 

In her 45 years, Belyu has seen dramatic change in the small 

village of Cherkos in Ethiopia, where she lives.  In her youth, 

Belyu remembers two rainy seasons – one from February to 

June, known locally as the belg season, and a second in the 

latter half of the year, known as meher.  Today, the change in 

climate means that the short, sharp rains of the belg season no 

longer make an appearance in the central Ethiopian Highlands 

where Cherkos is situated.  Only the meher season remains – 

but this season is longer, and the rains are too heavy for the  

soil in Cherkos to absorb.  When the meher season arrives, the 

ground is quickly over-saturated and crops struggle to grow 

well.  In a community where life is defined by the rhythms of the 

land, this change presents a deadly challenge. 

 

“When I was in childhood, there was a surplus of crops,” she 

said. “But now, I live in poverty.” Like many others in Cherkos, 

Belyu remembers a time when providing for the family was not 

the struggle that it is today.  Nowadays, she estimates that 

families like hers are only able to produce a third of what they 

could just thirty years ago.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

The impact of this dramatic decrease in production means that 

there is a ‘food gap’ – a few months in every year where Belyu 

struggles to produce enough to feed herself and her 

dependants.  Where just one generation ago there was enough 

for all, now there is real scarcity.
 

1 https://www.allwecan.org.uk/climate-change-resources/ 

 

 

The Methodist charity ‘All We Can’ (formerly 

called the ‘Methodist Relief and Development 

Fund’) is helping communities like Belyu’s to 

produce better   harvests by introducing new seeds and 

vegetables.  It is also offering training in modern farming 

techniques and business skills.  In the morning service on 

September 22
nd

, we will be celebrating harvest, hearing more  

about Cherkos and its people and learning about how new 

seeds and skills are helping shape a more hopeful future.  

In the evening harvest service, we will focus 

on material from the ‘Season of Creation’ or 

‘Creationtide’.  This is a period in the 

ecumenical church calendar (from 1st 

September – a day of prayer for creation – to 4th October – the 

feast day of St. Francis) dedicated to God as Creator and 

Sustainer of all life.  The theme this year is ‘The Web of Life’. 

Both services feature environmental themes and relate to us 

being good stewards of the earth which God has given us.  May 

God help us to ‘farm and defend’ it and do what we can to 

prevent ‘its pollution, misuse and destruction’.  

Philip1 

 From ‘God in his love for us lent us this planet’ by Fred Pratt Green (StF 

727) 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/climate-change-resources/


 
THE CHURCH DIRECTORY  
 
Is in the process of being updated in preparation for publishing 
a new edition in the Autumn. 
If you are listed in the Directory, please check that your details 
are correct. 
 

If any changes are needed to your information, or if you wish 
certain details (Phone/Email/Address) to be excluded from the 
directory, or if you do not want to appear in the directory at all, 
please contact the Office in writing or by email by the end of 
September 2019. 
      Many thanks 
 

     

     Come and Worship 
Sunday September 1

st
 

10:30 Morning Worship led by Rev Louise Gough 

Reflect led by Mr Derek Booth 

10:30 Connect  -  in the coffee lounge 

 

Sunday September 8
th

 

10:30 Holy Communion with Prayers for Healing and 

Wholeness: service led by Rev Philip Peacock and Mrs Linda 

Rayner (Fresh Expressions Missioner). 

Young Church 

6:30 Taizé style service led by Rev Louise Gough 

 

Sunday September 15
th

 

10:30 Morning Worship led by Mr David Allaby 

Reflect led by Mr Derek Booth 

10:30 Connect   -  in the coffee lounge 

6:30 Circuit Service at Bramhall Methodist Church focusing on 

the International Justice Mission 

 

 

 



 

Sunday September 22
nd

 

10:30 All Together celebrating our Harvest Festival led by Rev 

Philip Peacock.  Theme: Deepen Your Roots 

6:30 Our evening harvest festival service, which includes Holy 

Communion with Prayers for Healing and Wholeness, will be  

led by Rev Philip Peacock.  Theme: The Web of Life 

 

Sunday September 29
th

 

10:30 Morning Worship led by Mr John Harrington 

10:30 Connect - in the coffee lounge - includes Holy 

Communion 

6:30 Churches Together service at CHMC, Evening Prayer 

from the Northumbria Community, led by Rev Philip Peacock. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Churches Together in Cheadle Hulme 

United Evening Service 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Prayer                                                 

(Northumbria Community) 
 

Cheadle Hulme Methodist Church 

Sunday 29th September 2019 - 6.30pm 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

New Pattern for Morning Worship. 

The Morning Worship Planning Group has been considering 

how to improve the pattern of our provision for worship on a 

Sunday morning.  

Issues we were trying to tackle were: 

When we have teaching on a Homegroup theme this is on the 

first and third Sundays which does not fit well with the current 

timing of All Age Worship on the first Sunday. 

Some of our alternative services (Taste, Informal and 

Taste/Messy) are currently bunched together on consecutive 

weeks at the end of the month: the third, fourth and fifth 

Sundays. 

The main constraint that we were trying to accommodate was 

that Holy Communion should stay on week 2, so that it 

alternates with evening Holy Communion on week 4. 

We have spent a long time deliberating the options! 

 

In conjunction with these changes we decided to rename ‘All 

Age Worship’ as ‘All Together’ and to choose a single name for 

our alternative worship formats:  Taste, Informal and 

Taste/Messy. These will now be called ‘Connect: a fresh 

approach to worship.’  

This is the new pattern which will start from the first Sunday in 

September:- 

1
st
 week Morning Worship + Connect + Reflect 

2
nd

 week Communion  + Young Church 

3
rd

 week Morning Worship + Connect + Reflect 

4
th
 week All Together  

5
th
 week Connect OR  Morning Worship + Connect 

 

 

 



 

We are delighted that this pattern means that the whole church 

is now together at Communion on the second Sunday and All 

Together on the fourth.  

It will take a little while to get used to the change but we hope 

you will see it as a change for the better. 

Pat James and Pam Howie. 

 
 

Newsletter/ Circuit Meeting Report July 2019  

 All our groups continue to thrive. Babychat currently welcomes 

around 20 mums and babies- with 3 sets of twins! Wobblers- 

our new group for 1-2 year olds, which has met 3 times so far, 

has seen 14-18 families and people find it a good bridge 

between Babychat + Toddlers. This currently takes place on 

the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday mornings so there is potential for 

expansion in future if that fits with the church’s priorities. 

Toddlers is enjoyed by between 30-50 each time and we know 

have an optional storytelling session with a biblical theme or 

moral message.                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                            

Unfortunately, Tiddlywinks has had a very low attendance all 

year (1-4) and is currently meeting once a month. Tiddlywinks 

Plus could perhaps do with a new name as we expand the age 

group to 7 years. We have been in double figures for our 2 

sessions December/ March but all except one away in May! We 

will be able to meet in R6 and Coffee lounge from September 

so our sessions will be after school, roughly half termly.                                                                                                                   

 We had a very encouraging turn out to July Young Church- 

largely thanks to Ann Booth’s perseverance in recruiting 

participants for Action For Children presentation. The young 

people enthusiastically shared ideas about their wishes for 

children in today’s world in our session. Hopefully we can 

capitalise on this in future! 

 

 

 



Our Fun Afternoon was well attended, and much appreciated. 

Grateful thanks to all the people who gave up their time to help 

and showed CHMC in such a positive light! £80 was donated 

for Action for Children. Plants were donated by a grandma from 

Toddlers whose husband commented how grateful they were 

for how much pleasure their grandson had derived from 

Toddlers! 

 

We hope to be involved in Assemblies/ lessons at Laurus 

Cheadle Hulme school. Very exciting! This is in addition to our 

involvement at Green bank and Lane End. As Ramillies Hall 

School will operate only as a nursery in September, our long 

standing connection has sadly come to an end. We received a 

letter of thanks from the owners who commented on their many 

happy memories including hearing Pastor Niemoller speak in 

the 1960s. 

 

Susie Metcalfe (Children & Families Worker CHMC) 

Pauline Moore ( Children & Schools Worker CHMC) 

 

 
A plea from Pauline for the loan of a hand knitted Nativity set. 
This will hopefully be placed in public view in shop windows as 
part of our Real Christmas campaign! Sorry to mention 
Christmas so early! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               150 Years of Action for Children 

 

July 14th was Action for Children Sunday when we celebrated 

150 years of the work of our Methodist Children's charity. 

Children from Young Church together with the support of some 

adults acted out a short drama telling the story of how the work 

was started by a young Methodist minister, the Rev Thomas 

Bowman Stephenson and how the work has progressed and  

how Action for Children works now. It was a great celebration 

but sad to think that even in 2019 children are still in need of 

care through neglect, abuse and homelessness.  

 

Action for Children does a magnificent job and through our 

prayers and donations the work is able to carry on giving all 

children the means to be safe and happy. 

 
I was hoping the envelopes in the pews would raise £150 - a 
pound for each year of the work - but I'm delighted to report 
that the donations reached £432.05 and with £82.65 being 
raised for Action for Children at our Family Fun Day organised 
by Pauline our Schools and Family Worker the final total is 
£514.70. 
 
On behalf of Action for Children I would like to say a big thank 
you to all who donated. 
                                

Ann Booth - Action for Children Secretary 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Mornings at CHMC 

Many of you will have seen the piece in our Church Annual 

Report, or read Louise’s encouraging article in the April 

Magazine, about Prayer Mornings here at Cheadle Hulme 

Methodist Church - “Praying Together” for the life and work of 

this church. 
  

These Prayer Mornings began over 18 months ago, in 

response to God’s call for the Church to listen and to pray, as 

we seek to share the “Good News” in our community. 

We meet on the second Saturday of each month, but 

recognise that Saturday morning may not be a convenient time 

for everyone to come together at church - if you would like to 

pray at home for the work of CHMC, then please let one of the 

coordinators know, so that we can arrange for information and 

prayer requests to be sent to you each month. 

Margaret Parker, Pat James, Jean Goodacre, Dilys 
Turnpenney, John Harrington  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Science and the Language of Prayer is a series of five 

seminars that we will be hosting at Bramhall Methodist Church 

this autumn. Through these we will be exploring how a modern 

understanding of science might influence how we think about 

God and consequently how we express our prayers.  

We’ve got an exciting line up of keynote speakers each an 

expert in a different area of science and each exploring a 

different aspect of prayer. After the keynote addresses there 

will be series of workshops where people can further explore 

the topic by writing prayers themselves, in further conversation 

with the speaker, or by exploring related Bible passages. The 

project is sponsored by a grant from the Scientists in 

Congregations initiative at St John’s College, Durham 

University which is itself funded by Templeton Hope.  

Everyone who is interested in science and religion is welcome. 

This should be a really exciting event so please explore our 

web-site www.bramhallmethodists.org.uk/scienceandprayer 

and come along for one or all of the seminars.  

 

All seminars are from 2-5pm on Saturday afternoon with an 

option to come along to a meal at a local restaurant from 5:45. 

 

September 28 Criminology: Dr Ruth Armstrong. University of 

Cambridge.  

‘Lost in wonder, love and praise’: prayer and the 

road from crime.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bramhallmethodists.org.uk/scienceandprayer


October 5 Biology: Dr Ruth Bancewicz. Faraday Institute for 

Science and Religion, Cambridge  

All Creation Praises God! – Science and worship 

in action 

 

October 19 Neuropsychology: Revd Canon Dr Joanna 

Collicutt, Ripon College, Oxford  

The psychology and neuroscience of prayer  

 

November 2 Medicine: Professor Peter Howdle, University of 

Leeds.  

Healthy Intercessions 

 

November 16 Geology: Revd Prof David Chester, University of 

Liverpool  

Earthquakes, Volcanoes and God: Praying in 

response to Natural Disasters 

 
 

Annual sponsored swim for Christian Aid. 

This year the sponsored swim is on Saturday morning 16th 

November at Cheadle Hulme School pool. More details in the 

October magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from our Fresh Expressions Missioner. 

“Fresh expressions are new forms of church that emerge 

within contemporary culture and engage primarily with 

those who don’t go to church” * 

Sharing faith outside of the church 

New types of church often start because there is a specific 

need in a local area; many are connected to foodbanks or 

other social enterprises, others are based around interests 

that bring people together like crafts, walking, or sports. They 

always start as people get to know each other, build 

relationships and start to talk about and explore faith 

alongside other subjects, this is always long before there is 

an attempt at any form of worship.  

Here in Cheadle Hulme, there are other churches who 

address issues of homelessness and poverty, and CHMC 

members help as required. Research is showing that ‘needs’ 

around the area of CHMC are quite intangible and private.   

 

Parts of Cheadle Hulme are somewhat affluent, education 

standards are high and the number of people in professional 

and top managerial occupations are high compared with 

Manchester and the nation, but what we do see is a large 

percentage of single person households, (this is similar to the 

rest of the nation), which almost certainly means that there 

are people who feel isolated, even if they don’t mention it**.  

We don’t yet have local statistics about loneliness and 

mental health matters, but we know the issues are rife across 

the country, (and indeed, much of Europe).  

 

 

 



 

Churches near here are helping tackle these issues in various 

ways, including courses for mental wellbeing, offering quiet 

times, different services, and many activities to bring people 

together - some of these are already happening at CHMC. 

Continuing the Fresh Expressions (FX) research in two ways: 

 Following the Dream Big meetings, it was agreed that 

ongoing research should continue to take account of 

what’s happening round and about - nationwide and local, 

including talking to other churches and Churches Together 

in Cheadle Hulme with a view to possibly doing our own 

version of some of these activities. We need to be open to 

what God is already doing - and be prepared to join in! If 

you see anything that might be useful, please let Linda 

Rayner know. 

 The second strand of research is often called ‘active 

research’ - quite simply, this is asking people what they 

feel the church might do for the community. This research 

is often via social activities both on and off the church 

premises. For instance, at the Family Fun day in July, we 

asked visitors what might we offer as a church - most of 

them wanted more of the same! 

On the face of it, these socials will look like others - indeed, 

we’re starting with a good old-fashioned family Beetle 

Drive in the church, only this time we ask that CHMC 

members bring along their friends from outside of church.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

These social events will be held under the banner of ‘The 

Gathering’, which will have its own logo - and though they 

will take many different forms, and be held in various 

locations, it will always be clear that CHMC is behind them. 

 

I’m delighted that the CHMC group who studied Mission 

Shaped Ministry last year is prepared to be an active support 

group for this mission work. They will be called the FX Team 

and will organise at least some of these activities. If you can 

offer some time, please join them – many hands make light 

work! 

So…to start with… 

Can you invite a friend or two to the Beetle Drive on 28th 

September? 

Watch out for information about other events of ‘The 

Gathering’. 

Come along to Talking Jesus – starting again in January – 

inspiring people to share their faith in simple ways. 

Please pray for ‘The Gathering’ as we introduce further ideas. 

 

*Definition from www.freshexpressions.org.uk    

**See the demographics at www.mystockport.org.uk 

Download the free FX Godsend App for much more information and 

many ideas for fresh expressions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/
http://www.mystockport.org.uk/


 

Youth Alpha 

 

We are excited to be offering a Youth Alpha course this Autumn 

– we’re hoping that the young people of the church will invite 

their friends to explore the key ideas of the Christian faith 

without pressure in a fun way. 

 

You may be too long in the tooth to attend, but if you would like 

to help, please contact Phil Sarbutts. Please pray that those 

invited will join us and will benefit from looking at the Good 

News on this course. Please also pray for those who are 

involved in running the course.  

                            Phil Sarbutts and the Youth Alpha volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Tintwistle Brass Band will be performing at Woodley 
Methodist Church on Friday 13

th
 September at 8pm.Tickets 

are £8 each, available either at the door (if available) or from 
Phil Taylor (Tel 0161- 430 8518) Your support is welcomed by 
the members at Woodley.  
Woodley Methodist Church, Chapel St, Woodley SK6 1ND 
 
Taste July 2019 

At our recent (last ever) Taste session we looked at the hymn Col 1:15-

20, marvelling at how the key ideas of our faith could be concentrated so 

effectively in a few words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn about Christ’s work (Common English Bible) 



 
15 

The Son is the image of the invisible God,  
        the one who is first over all creation, 
16 

Because all things were created by him: 
        both in the heavens and on the earth, 
        the things that are visible and the things that are invisible. 
            Whether they are thrones or powers, or rulers or 
authorities, 
        all things were created through him and for him. 
 

 

17 
He existed before all things, 

        and all things are held together in him. 
18 

He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 
        the one who is firstborn from among the dead

[b]
 

        so that he might occupy the first place in everything. 
19 

Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in him, 
20 

        and he reconciled all things to himself through him— 
        whether things on earth or in the heavens. 
            He brought peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

 

We tried to emulate this and here are some of the results: 

 

Hymn 1 ( Margaret, Andrew and Clare)  Tune: It came upon a 

midnight clear 

1. You came for me 
That I might see 
The glory of your love 
You died for me 
So I’ll believe 
The redeemer’s love for 
me 

2. Before you came 
I knew your name 
Your love is all around 
Your life you gave 
So I am saved 
The redeemer’s love 
abounds 

You died and rose   
 That I might live 
 My life complete in yours 
 So now I live     
 To share your love 
 So others know you too. 

 

  

 

Hymn 2 (Andrea and Anne)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=CEB#fen-CEB-29463b


    

Listen to the scriptures of Jesus 
Know that His presence sets us 
free 
He’s always with us   
Carries our burdens 
He’s my place of safety for ever. 

Chorus: God Creator 
Jesus Son 
Spirit Comforter 

 

  

Looking forward to seeing you at Connect!              

Pam and Andrea (Taste leaders) 

 

                                     

 

The Pew Bibles 

As we gradually become accustomed to our new ‘Pew Bibles’ 
in Church here, we hope that some people in rural communities 
in Zambia and Namibia are enjoying having a Bible of their 
own, maybe for the first time. 
 
We have kept some of our ‘old’ Bibles, in case church groups 
wish to use the ‘Good News’ version, but most which were in 
reasonable condition have been given to ‘Dignity’, an 
organisation which is able to take Bibles to their ‘Life Groups’.  
By way of explanation, this is taken from the ‘Dignity’ website – 
 

“Our work is centred in the rural areas of Zambia and 
Namibia. We are partnering with volunteers in over 600 
communities to inspire transformed lives and bring freedom 
from poverty through relationship with Jesus. Life Groups 
meeting in each of these communities study the Bible 
together, help those in need and work for the good of the 
wider community.   
For many of the people in Life Groups getting hold of Bibles 
is a real challenge. Whilst Bibles can be bought in the big 
cities, many are unable to travel to the cities due to the cost 
of doing so. As part of our work, we want to make Bibles 
available to those who previously haven’t been able to get 
one. 

 
 
 



As well as purchasing local language Bibles, we take 
second-hand English Bibles out to Zambia and Namibia and 
distribute them through our networks there. Generally we 
sell the Bibles on at a small and affordable rate to 
encourage ownership and avoid creating dependency, a 
mind-set that holds many people back. (For those who 
genuinely cannot afford to buy a Bible, we do waive the fee). 
Any money that is raised through the sale of Bibles is 
immediately invested back into our work within Zambian 
communities or used to buy local language Bibles.” 

 
It seems a very interesting organisation, with its UK base in 
Didsbury – you may wish to find out more –  
https://dignityonline.org.uk/what-we-do/ 

https://dignityonline.org.uk/join-in/bible-recycle/ 

 

Church Family 
 

Bereavement  

We are very sorry to hear of the death of Muriel Smithson in 

August and we remember her family in our prayers at this 

difficult time 

 

 

Thanks 

Well! Another year older, but not deeper in debt (thankfully) 

St Peter hasn’t called me, so I wish sincerely to thank the 

Church family, represented by Jane, for the bright and 

beautiful plant, and birthday card, presented to me on the  

28
th
 June.                                       Gordon Schofield. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dignityonline.org.uk/what-we-do/
https://dignityonline.org.uk/join-in/bible-recycle/


“We would like to say a big thank you to all our church friends 
for the cards, flowers and good wishes sent on the occasion of 
our Diamond Wedding Anniversary. 
It is so good to know that we belong to such a caring Church 
family.  Thank you all so much.”     Brenda & Ron Mason 
   

Thanks from Dorothy Betts 

It was my pleasure to visit Dorothy Betts again as she 

celebrated her 93rd birthday in July. Dorothy always wants to 

hear news of CHMC and asks to be remembered and sends 

her good wishes.  

Ann Booth - Flower Visitor 

 

Transport 

If any church member is aware of someone who cannot come 

to Sunday Morning Service for lack of transport please let me 

know    George Lea      

             
 

 

 

 

Flower Visitor for   September is       Jenni Hardman   
  

Reminder about Our Flower Visitors 

When anyone knows of a church member who is ill, in hospital, 
or has a happy event taking place, please let the flower visitor, 
pastoral visitor or Philip know, then a visitor is named in the 
monthly magazine and Anna Pollard has the Pastoral visitor 
list. In this way nobody should be left out. 
                                                                   Ann Booth 
 

 

 

 

 

 



In our prayers 

We remember in our prayers those who have been in hospital 

recently, and those who are very poorly. 

We continue to pray for those who are listed in our prayer book. 

 

 

Muriel Smithson 

Margaret Parker writes: I have come to know Muriel better 

since we moved to live near her, and more recently when I 

became her pastoral visitor. Muriel was a woman of deep 

personal faith. She didn’t seem to question the existence of 

God, the saving power of Jesus, or the presence of the Spirit – 

it was just how it was. Even though walking became 

increasingly difficult, she loved to walk, and would often be 

seen setting off with one of her ever-present shopping trolleys 

on some adventure or another. She usually knew which bus to 

catch to get her there and if it took her somewhere unexpected, 

well, that was an adventure too!   

She will be missed at church and in the community. Others who 

knew her better than I did offer the following observations:- 

 

 

 

Kathryn Price writes: 

Muriel was always there to help on Wednesday lunchtimes at 

Friendly Food. Usually late! but always there, and always 

willing to do anything.  Plus, she never stopped to eat, like the 

rest of us, she just kept on keeping on, with every job that 

needed to be done. She was a regular attender at the evening 

services too, both Tuesday and Sunday - yes, usually late, but 

always there. She would creep in as quietly as she could, then 

open her bag with a loud ripping of Velcro or drop her stick with 

a clatter; but she was there, and always with her lovely smile, 

saying how nice everything was and how much she enjoyed it. 

One of God's faithful servants. 

 

 

 



Pat Laycock writes: 

Muriel and I have been neighbours for many years and helped 

each other out when we could, especially at holiday times when 

animals needed looking after. 

We also had many interesting conversations when walking 

home together after evening services. 

She loved her church and loved to help out whenever she 

could. I will miss her very much. 

 

Pat James writes: 

Muriel was a loyal member of our small congregation on a 

Tuesday evening. She was always concerned about the well 

being of the other members and played down her own health 

issues. 
 

 

       

 For Your Diary 
Banner Group Banner Group 

Meets on Tuesdays at 1.30pm and recommences on 

3
rd

 September 
 

Cameo    A meeting place for the elderly on Tuesdays  

10.30am - 2.00pm From Tuesday 3rd September   
 

Contact  

 Will recommence on 16th October.                                     
 

Foodbank  

Continues on the second Sunday of the month all gifts 

gratefully received 

 

 

Reflective Worship 

Is on Tuesdays at 7pm to 7.30pm  
We will not be meeting on September 17

th
 and 24

th
.    

    

 

 
 



 
Rock Solid Youth Group  
Meets 7.15-8.30pm on 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesdays in term time 

 Dates:-  2019 
September 10

th
  24

th    
2020 

October 8
th
       January 14th 28

th
        

November 12th 26
th       

February 11th 25
th
 

December 10
th
                                          March 10th 24

th
 

                   
 
Scouts Thursdays at 7:15pm  

 
 
7th Cheadle Hulme Beaver Scouts 
 

x 

"At our recent Beaver and Cub AGM I felt it was the appropriate 
time to let everyone know that I will be leaving. It is now more 
important than ever that we try to find additional uniformed 
leaders, particularly for the Beaver section. No previous 
experience or skills necessary as training (on-line) is available!  
 
Does anyone know of a family member, student, neighbour, 
work colleague, a retired person etc who would be able to 
volunteer and become more involved in helping with our Beaver 
Colony (maybe alternate weeks, or even once a month)? Not 
wishing to sound over-dramatic but it is now becoming a real 
possibility that without additional uniformed leaders 7th 
Cheadle Hulme Beaver Colony could eventually cease to 
exist...that would be such a shame, and a great loss of the 
introduction to the Scouting experience for local youngsters.  
 
I do hope that together we will find the leaders we (desperately) 
need to join our team!" 
                                     Jacquie Metcalfe - 7th Cheadle Hulme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Toddlers On Wednesdays at 10.30am   from 4th September 

Baby Chat Thursdays 10.30am   from 5th Sept 

Tiddlywinks On Fridays at 10.30am - starts back 13th Sept. 

this group is now only once a month on 2nd Friday of the month 

Wobblers will continue 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month. 

                                                              

                                                   

 

FOCUS 

On July  5
th
 Focus met for the last time. 28 past and present 

members had a lovely meal cooked by ‘Reflections’ and 

afterwards had fun with a selection of quizzes.  Although it was 

sadly our last time as a group, we had a very happy evening. 

 

Focus began in the early 70s and was originally called ‘Young 

Couples ‘. The young couples grew older and eventually many 

became grandparents! and at some point, the name was 

changed to Focus. (nobody can remember when) We used to 

meet in peoples’ homes and often had to sit on the floor. At 

some point we started to meet in the coffee lounge where we 

could sit on comfortable chairs! There are memories of 

rambles, caravan and camping weekends, carol singing in the 

community and parties at the Parkers and the Broekhuizens. 

 

Focus has always been a Christian fellowship with devotions 

and Easter and Christmas special celebrations. Our speakers 

have nearly always come from our church family or the circuit 

and we have always collected for Action for Children. 

 

Sadly, there is no one to take over as leader now, as the 

majority of us have already fulfilled that role. On a positive note, 

however, we have met for approximately 45 years, have had 

wonderful fellowship and many friendships have been made. 

        Val Pickwell 

 
 
 
 



 
Congratulations 
to David Knowles (often to be seen at the back of church 
operating our PA system). After a number of years studying 
with the Open University he now has an MSc in Software 
Engineering. His degree ceremony is at The Bridgewater Hall 
on 14th September 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cheadle Hulme      

Methodist Church 

Beetle Drive 

Saturday 28th September 
2019 

 5.00pm 
Fabulous family fun for all 

Everybody Welcome 

Bring your friends 
Join us for a light-hearted, old fashioned 

game with hot-dogs and cake! 
 

The Beetle Drive is free,  
but please sign the list on the notice board to let us 

know you are coming,  
so we can make sure we have enough food,  

or phone the Church Office on 485 1605 


