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Dear Friends, 
 
Whenever I go away (which is now possible, thankfully), I’m 
always staggered by the of number of chargers I need.  
Phone (the most important one, the lead I most dread 
leaving behind!), tablet (in case it rains and I can’t go out, or 
I need it for a meeting), kindle, camera, toothbrush – going 
without any one of these would make me very grumpy.   It’s 
always good to be prepared in case you get a warning to 
say your battery is running low… 
 
My sister is now the proud owner of an electric car, and we 
used it for a special road-trip to Weston-Super-Mare in 
June.   Unfortunately, when we needed to recharge on the 
way home (after travelling many miles), we chose a service 
station with a faulty charging point (which is quite rare 
apparently).  We were warned about it by other users, but 
the car seemed to be feeding alright, so we thought it was 
okay.   It wasn’t until we were on the motorway that I noticed 
the battery was discharging at a disproportionate rate to the 
miles.  Not long afterwards, the car told us we hadn’t got 
sufficient power for our planned journey – yes, the car 
actually talks!   It wasn’t a problem – we stopped at the next 
place, plugged in and made it home with loads of electricity 
to spare.  We could have managed another holiday 
somewhere!  What a clever bit of technology. 
 
I wonder if we always calculate the energy we need when 
we’ve got a task to do, or whether we just plough on and 
hope we can get everything done – and a lot else beside – 
with the energy we’ve got, before we run out of steam.   Most 
of the time, we probably don’t even consider what the tasks 
take out of us – we press on, just because it all needs doing.  
Especially when it’s for someone else, or for church, 
because volunteers are few, and if we don’t do it, who will?   
If we’re not careful, we can easily ignore our bodies and our 
minds, and even God, saying to us – “you need to stop and 
rest and recharge!” 
 



 

 
 
Stopping and resting and recharging isn’t easy.  Some 
personalities manage it, but others seem programmed just 
to keep going and keep doing indefinitely.  We feel we ought 
to, or the demands are pressing, or we’re uncomfortable 
with not being busy, and perhaps fear the space that’s left 
when we stop.  But we’re not machines, and we need to 
rest.  If even my sister’s car needs to stop and power up, 
how much more do we?  
 
All of us have faced previously unknown and extremely 
challenging situations during the course of this pandemic.  
Perhaps it’s only now that we’re beginning to realise how 
much that has taken out of us.  The terrible loss and fear.  
All the waiting, and the isolating, and the staying in, or the 
taking risks.  All the stopping and starting, planning and 
changing plans, following constantly updated guidelines, 
and then having to find our own way.   At church, I’ve found 
it a terrible strain to feel responsible for people’s safety, 
knowing the virus is still full of nasty surprises.   
 
So how do we cope with all of this?  How can we be kind to 
each other and kind to ourselves?   How can we recharge 
when our battery is dangerously low? 
 
Well, you already know I’m going to say prayer, don’t you?   
The first thing Jesus did when things got busy or challenging 
was to withdraw to pray…  It’s where he received his 
strength and even his direction.  Those times of quietly and 
privately communing with God shaped the way he lived his 
life, and all that he did and said.  He allowed those times 
with God to transform him. 
 
God doesn’t want any of us to be feeling burned out and 
exhausted and completely out of battery – down to 30%, 
15%, 7% or worse – or unable to function at all.  God’s 
desire for us is life in all its fullness, the wholeness of life in 
God, and the well-being only God can offer. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
I was reminded this week of these wonderful words in 
Isaiah, which seem extremely appropriate in this context: 
“The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs 
in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you 
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose 
waters never fail.  Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you 
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
streets to live in.”  (Isaiah 58:11-12) 
 
What fantastic and reassuring words, so full of hope.  God 
offers us a total recharge, water where we have been 
parched.  God offers us a rebuild, after all the damage we’ve 
done to ourselves by working (or worrying) too hard without 
rest, or by the constant anxiety of the Pandemic, the state 
of the church, fears for its future, and far more pressing, the 
terrible spectre of climate change…  It’s no wonder we’re 
feeling so tired and empty… 
 
If you are feeling run-down or low, ask God to make you like 
a watered garden.  Lie down in God’s green pastures, 
beside still waters.   
 
And when you’re recharged, don’t let yourself become 
empty again.  I know it’s not good for actual batteries to be 
recharged again before they have completely discharged (in 
the past anyway) – but it’s better that we keep ourselves 
plugged in to the source – constantly re-energising 
ourselves with God’s love. 
 
May you find your rest and your strength in God.  
 
Louise     

 



 

 

          

 

Join us for Worship  

    

 
Sunday services will be held in the building starting at 
10:30am, whilst simultaneously being livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2ipuvHMvh-
PTpfWuPY9rw   
You can access the YouTube video at any convenient 
time. 
We have experienced technical difficulties with the 
livestream in our first month which we are trying to resolve. 
 
Services for October 

 

Sunday 3 October 

10:30 Morning Worship led by Rev Philip Peacock 

(A Methodist Way of a Life – We will care for creation and 

all God’s gifts) 

 

Sunday 10 October 

10:30 Holy Communion led by Rev Louise Gough  

6:30 Reflective Evening Worship led by Rev Philip 

Peacock 

 

Sunday 17 October 

10:30 Morning Worship led by the Connect team 

3:00  Annual Memorial Service led by Rev Philip Peacock 

& Rev Louise Gough 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2ipuvHMvh-PTpfWuPY9rw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE2ipuvHMvh-PTpfWuPY9rw


 

 

 

 

Sunday 24 October- start of One World Week  

10:30 Morning Worship led by Rev Philip Peacock and Dr 

Olubunmi Olayisade (Methodist African Partnership           

Co-ordinator) 

 

Sunday 31 October 

10:30 Morning Worship led by Mr Richard Baker 

6:30 Evening Worship led by Rev Louise Gough in 

association with Churches Together in Cheadle Hulme, at 

Cheadle Hulme Methodist Church 

 

               
Tuesday Reflective Worship takes place between 7pm 

and 7:30pm in Room 2 in the church building.                                                        

Please contact Pat James for more details. 

Please note that reflective Worship will not take place on 

Tuesday 28th September. 

 

Flower Visitor:   

The flower visitor for October is Jane Kemp 

 
 

Refreshments will be served after the service in church 

but, if you are not yet ready to join us in the coffee 

lounge, Ian and Jean Porter host a Zoom meeting to 

catch up with church friends from about 11:40. 



 

                                                        

 

Regular Events at Church 

 
Monday  

 

 
Take Time Together 

Meets the second and fourth Monday of the month at 
8pm via Zoom- contact church office for the link  

 

 
 
 

Tuesday 

Chelwood Foodbank Collection  11am-12noon 
In the Church car park.  Contact: Linda Rayner 

 
Reflective Worship 7pm in Room 2                                   

Contact: Pat James 
 

MATCH (Men AT Cheadle Hulme) is a meeting for 
men every 2nd and 4th Tuesday evening between 7:30 

and 9pm on Zoom. Contact: John Harrington 

 
Wednesday 

 
Toddlers  10.30 – 11.45am 

Places must be booked via Eventbrite 
Contact: Susie Metcalfe 

 

 
Thursday 

 
Baby Chat 10.30 – 11.45am 

Places must be booked via Eventbrite 
Contact: Susie Metcalfe 

 
Network 2.30- 4pm 

30th September- Barbara Clarke- Poetry no.2 
7th October- Ruth Mason – It’s in the bag 
14th October- AGM 11.30am, Lunch out 

21st October- Cath Armstrong- Card Bingo 
28th October- Margaret Pattie- My Thimbles 

Contact: Margaret Pattie 
 

 
Friday 

Wobblers 10.30 – 11.45am 
Places must be booked via Eventbrite 

Contact: Susie Metcalfe 
 



 

 

Homegroups 

 

Home Groups started again, after 18 months, the week 
beginning Monday September 20th and will meet thereafter 
on the first and third week in the month.  
 
 
Monday 

10:30am -Meet at church- Led by Margaret Parker. This is 
the group who previously met on a Monday evening at 
Pam Howie's before lockdown. 

8:00pm Venue to be decided 
Led by Geraldine Butterworth  
 
Tuesday 
 
7:30pm Church Coffee Lounge   Val Pickwell  
 
 
Thursday 
 
Third Thursday Group (Listening to tapes of Bible 
Speakers from Spring Harvest) 
10am: John Harrington    
The group will meet 16th September, 21st October and 
18th November. 
 
Wendy Turner (at the moment days and times vary – 
please contact Wendy for more details) 
 
If you would like to join a home group, everybody is 
welcome, please contact the leader or me 
 
Val Pickwell  

 



 

 

Church Family 
In our prayers 

We remember in our prayers those known to us waiting for, 

or undergoing, hospital tests or treatment, those who are 

unwell or have been in hospital.  

 

The earth pleads for justice, the harvest is wanting 

The earth pleads for justice, the harvest is wanting,  

in fire, flood or tempest our crops are destroyed;  

the Spring, once predicted, is desolate, silent,  

excuses are hollow, we’ve done all we can? 

 

The mountains have echoed, or is that God’s whisper,  

the quiet consternation of one in distress?  

A prompting, a questioning, answers our calling,  

is that your defence that you’ve done all you can? 

 

While continents crumble and ice caps are melting,  

you sit on your hands, you do nothing at all.  

Wake up to the danger still growing around you,  

and do all you can till your passage is through. 

 

And now in the present let’s work for the future,  

still others will follow, they wait in the wings:  

this planet, its future, its people our neighbours,  

join hands sing our anthem: ‘we’ll do All We Can!’ 

 

Andrew Pratt 13/9/2021 

 

Written at the request of Margaret Parker for Cheadle 

Hulme Methodist Church to celebrate All We Can 

(Methodist Relief and Development) 

 
Words © 2021 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England copyright@stainer.co.uk .  



 

 

 

 

Cheadle Hulme Churches Together 

 Christian Aid Sponsored Swim 2021 

 

This year, the swim is taking place on 

Saturday morning 16th October at Cheadle 

Hulme School pool between 9.30 am and 12 

noon.  
 

As usual, each person swims for 15 minutes only and any 

stroke can be used. All ages and abilities are welcome and 

arm bands can be used if needed. (Young swimmers can 

have a support swimmer alongside them if necessary). 
 

Due to covid, this is our first sponsored event for two years 

and it would be good to match (or even overtake) the £2,068 

we raised in 2019. As you can see, this is a very worthwhile 

event. Let me know, soon, if you can take part, so that I can 

book your 15 minute slot and give you a sponsor form. 
 

Hazel Crummett,  

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 

I have recently completed my painting for this year’s 
Christmas card. 
I hope to have it with me at most of the morning services, 
but I could also send the image to you via email. 
If you are interested in placing an order please let me 
know as soon as possible so that they can be available by 
the end of October. The final cost will be dependent on the 
number of orders I receive. 
All profit will go the Church Funds. 
  
Peter Crummett 
 



 

 
 
 

    SHOEBOX  

 APPEAL 2021       

 

 

Working in Romania, Moldova, Bulgaria & Ukraine 
 
Thank you for all items received so far.  All donations are 
needed by Sunday October 24th please to allow us time to 
sort into boxes and wrap ready for collection early in 
November. We particularly need more of the items which 
every box needs and gifts for the elderly e.g. mugs, glasses, 
socks and tights….. 
 
Donations can be brought either to Sunday worship at 
church and placed in the ‘Link to hope’ box or to the 
Tuesday Foodbank collections 11am-12noon in the church 
car park.   
 
Donations of any of the following will be welcome: 
 

 
If you enjoy knitting or crocheting you might like to make any 
size hats, gloves, scarves of any design or size for children 
or adults and we also need plenty of shoeboxes (around 18 
x 10 x 30cm). 

Every box needs Family box add at least 5 
of the following 

Elderly box add at least 5 
of the following 

soap & flannel 
toothbrush & 
toothpaste 
candles & holder 
sweets or chocolate 
(BB June 2022 EU 
origin) 
small games eg 
playing cards, travel 
size draughts, 
dominoes 
hat or gloves or scarf 

colouring pads A5, 
crayons, pencils, pens, 
small toys eg yo-yo, 
skipping rope, cars 
soft toy (with CE label) 
tape measure or DIY tool 
head scarf, safety razors 
shampoo (max 300ml) 
hairbrush, comb, hair 
slides 
solar powered calculator  

reading glasses/ magnifier 
mug, wooden spoon, 
cutlery 
sensory item eg lavender 
bag 
hot water bottle 
work gloves   pen/paper 
socks/tights   safety 
razors 
wind up radio/torch 
shampoo (max 300ml) 
scissors/nail clippers  



 

 

 

 
CHEADLE HULME METHODIST CHURCH VISION 

TEAM 

 

Hello, we would like to introduce ourselves, we are the 

CHMC Vision Team, replacing the Leadership Team.  The 

new team is currently made up of the Church Stewards 

(Barbara Clark, Ann Booth, Joanne Scoltock, Helen 

Deaville) the Children and Schools Worker (Pauline Moore), 

the Fresh Expressions Missioner (Linda Rayner), and the 

ministers Philip and Louise. 

In the past few years the Leadership Team has got smaller 

as we have struggled to recruit new stewards, and we felt 

we needed to come up with a new way of doing things!  So 

we are still finding our feet but we hope to give you regular 

updates on what we have been doing.  Your stewards will 

continue to be available for any matters you would like to 

raise. 

We would welcome any individual or group who has an idea, 

big or small, to come to us and we will support you in taking 

it forward.  The Lyme Park walk and the “Together at Home” 

weekend are ideas we are already supporting. 

Our first task has been to look at the future of Pauline’s role 

as she retires in December, and we will be working with her 

management team to make a presentation to Church 

Council this month. 

We also plan to meet with the Prayer Mornings Planning 

Group as they think about how they feel the prayer mornings 

might look in the future. 

Helen Deaville and the Vision Team 

 



 

 

  

 

Children, Family & Schools Work at Cheadle Hulme 

 

We are delighted to have been able to return to on site 

gatherings since early September. Our Babychat families 

continued to enjoy meeting face to face in 3 separate groups 

until the summer break and are now meeting as one. 

Wobblers and Toddlers have also recommenced much to 

the delight and relief of many! There has been a great deal 

of positive feedback already. 

 

We met up for a picnic in early August; to which we had 

invited 15 families, but only 3 were able to join us on the 

day. However, the contact showed them they were 

remembered and several expressed appreciation for that. 

We hope that lots of families will have joined us for the fun 

activities on Saturday 25th September. 

 

We will be leading assemblies in Lane End and Greenbank 

this half term and next; looking forward to seeing the bright-

eyed pupils once again! 

 

Our next Children & Family Get Together is planned for 

Wednesday 27th October, during half term. We will be 

inviting Lane End and Greenbank to send a number of 

classes in early December to learn about the First 

Christmas, using displays and storytelling. We are really 

keen to reconnect with children and families in the coming 

months. 

 

Pauline Moore    

 

 

 



 

 
September has seen the return of Toddlers, Baby Chat and 
Wobblers! I'm so happy to be able to get the groups back 
up and running again. I was able to run Baby Chat three 
times a week for mums with non-crawling babies from Sept 
'20 to Jan '21 in person with the mums all spaced 2m apart, 
seeing 33 mums each week. The feedback has been that 
the groups really provided a lifeline for mums in the early 
weeks and months of parenthood. We moved to Zoom 
meetings from Jan '21 until just before Easter (basically 
following what the schools did). We were all very glad to get 
back to meeting in person just before Easter. 
 
We had a few social meet ups over the summer holidays, 
Bramhall Park and Nixon's farm provided a great space for 
us all to meet and catch up and some brought older children 
too. It was lovely to see everyone and help break up the six 
week holidays as everything stops! 
 
So with a bit of planning and extra checks, we started 
Toddlers on 1st September, giving us the chance to see a 
few of the children who started school this time before they 
went full time. I have put a limit on the number of spaces at 
each of the groups so that we're not overwhelmed and too 
busy. So on a Wednesday, 25 at Toddlers, Thursdays, 15 
at Baby Chat and a Friday is Wobblers with a maximum of 
20 adults. The sessions are bookable via Eventbrite and are 
all usually 'sold out' within a few hours of the tickets being 
released! 
 
I would like to say a big thank you for the support I have 
received from CHMC since being forced to close the groups 
in March 2020. Church allowed us to continue meeting in 
person in Nov 2020 when we moved to Tier 4, seeing the 
importance and value of the group and coming under 
'support group' exemption. I couldn't consider restarting the 
groups without the amazing volunteers helping me in the 
kitchen doing drinks, getting the toys and chairs out and 
putting them all away again after the sessions! It really is a 
team effort and I'm so grateful to have such support to allow 
the groups to return.    Susie Metcalfe 
 



 

 
 

Linda Rayner – Fresh Expressions Missioner 

Donations for Refugees from Afghanistan 

We had an extraordinary response when we offered to take 

donations for refugees from Afghanistan. Our advertising, 

complete with a list of requirements, went out on Facebook, 

where it was shared many times – far more than expected - 

resulting in people coming from as far away as Dukinfield to 

deliver their offerings. 

In just one hour, Room One was full of clothes, bikes and 

toys – mostly in black bin-bags, all labelled and ready to 

drop-off at the collection point!  

 
However, we had nowhere to take the bags, because our 

drop-off depot was already overwhelmed and had closed. It 

took a large and hastily assembled team effort to find 

alternative depots and deliver everything, including 3 vans 

packed-full, and 3 cars full too, to Manchester and 

Northwich. A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped and 

offered to help in any way!  

 
First picture shows Room One piled-high with donations, 

second picture shows one of the full vans. 



 

 

 

Chelwood Foodbank 

 

Many thanks to everyone who continues to support the work 

of Chelwood Foodbank, with regular donations of food and 

other necessities. We are still taking a good carful of food 

each week, which is vital as the shelves need to be 

restocked after the school holidays and (dare I say it), we 

will soon be heading for December! Many of the people who 

donate are not otherwise connected with the church, so it is 

a delight to see them regularly. If you do attend Sunday 

Worship, you are welcome to leave your donations in the 

shopping trolley in the corridor, and the collecting team will 

deliver them on the following Tuesday. 

 

If you have access to the internet, please watch for the list 

of items that are running low – the list is posted on the 

CHMC Facebook page each Tuesday. If possible, please 

avoid donating baked beans and pasta, as the foodbank has 

too much stock and little storage space. 

 

If you fancy joining the team of volunteers who collect and 

chat, sort, date and drive the donations, please contact 

Linda Rayner. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Outdoor Church 

At the time of writing, we are hoping to hold a CHMC 

Outdoor Church Worship on Sunday 14th November at 

2.00pm. As this is also Remembrance Sunday, we shall use 

this as our theme.        

                                                    

 If you read-up about Outdoor Church, you will see that 

‘The intent is to both enable participants to grow in love for 

God’s creation, and to grow in thankfulness towards the 

God who made it. Forest Church at its best engages with 

people who would be unlikely to attend indoors worship, 

with many saying that nature is their ‘spiritual’ place’.                                                                                                                 

Read more of this blog here: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/fresh-

expressions/could-now-be-moment-forest-churches-grow  

 

Outdoor Church, often called Forest Church despite not 

being in or near a forest, takes place outdoors regardless of 

the weather. It is family friendly and interactive, with ample 

space for everyone to join the conversation and activities. If 

you have questions about this kind of worship, please have 

a chat with me – I’d love to set up a small group for 

conversation around this subject and fresh expressions. 

Please pray for the team who will be preparing for this 

worship – and invite your friends. 

 

Litter Pick 

The next CHMC Litter Pick will be Sunday October 3rd 

starting at 2.00pm in the carpark. Everyone is welcome. 

Please invite your friends! 

 

Linda Rayner 

 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/fresh-expressions/could-now-be-moment-forest-churches-grow
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/fresh-expressions/could-now-be-moment-forest-churches-grow


 

Dates for your Diary! 
 

Outdoor Church Worship 

Sunday 14th November at 3pm  

 

and 

 

Church Weekend At Home 

20th & 21st November 2021 

 

 

Further details in November magazine 

 

 

 

Reminder 

 

If you have been having the weekly e-mailing from 

church which includes the weekly notices, worship 

resources and other information, and you wish to 

continue to receive it, please make sure that you have 

contacted the Church Office to confirm this by 30th 

September. 

Thank you 



 

 



 

 
 

Heroes of the Faith: Lord Shaftesbury 

 

During an age where we topple statues rather than erect 
them, one man who we can only respect is Anthony 
Ashley-Cooper, 7th Earl of Shaftesbury. In six decades of 
public service, Lord Shaftesbury, as he is most 
conveniently termed, fought successfully against an 
enormous range of injustices. 

 
 
Lord Shaftesbury was born into the English aristocracy in 
1801. He endured a cold, loveless childhood but found 
comfort in the love and care of a family housekeeper who 
shared her Christian faith with him. It’s a wonderful example 
of how seeds sown with children can bear long-term fruit. 

 

As Lord Shaftesbury progressed through public school to 
Oxford University his faith grew and with it an increasing 
burden for those at the bottom of the social ladder. In his 
mid-20s Lord Shaftesbury was elected as a Conservative 
Member of Parliament and with this was a very public 
commitment to Christ that motivated everything he did. 

https://canonjjohn.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e685d22ea9a50877a9e0024b2&id=f721ede3c3&e=8f33cbed61


 

 
 

In 1827 Parliament appointed him to examine the plight of 
the ‘insane’ who were being shut away in ‘madhouses’. 
Here, Lord Shaftesbury showed all the hallmarks of his 
many subsequent campaigns. He investigated personally 
and carefully, had compassion on those locked away, 
considered prayerfully the issues and then framed 
legislation which, with reasoned, factual and devastating 
arguments, he drove through Parliament. 
 
In an extraordinary career of fifty years in Parliament, Lord 
Shaftesbury pursued many causes. He brought forward 
legislation to outlaw children working in industry, to prevent 
the employment of women and children down coal mines, 
to end the appalling practice of using small boys as 
chimney sweeps, and to tackle the evil of the opium trade. 
In the absence of a national school system, Lord 
Shaftesbury promoted the ‘ragged schools’ to educate the 
poor. Although these initiatives may seem self-evidently 
good to us, they were not so at the time: Lord Shaftesbury 
frequently found himself opposed by those who found his 
proposals harmful to the economy.  A man who was not 
just godly but also wise, Lord Shaftesbury backed up his 
Parliamentary initiatives by helping and creating voluntary 
organisations to generate grassroots support. Significantly, 
although Lord Shaftesbury was respected in Parliament, 
he never held a cabinet office. He was always inclined to 
put his conscience before the party leadership. 
 
Had Lord Shaftesbury just done this then he would be one 
of the most remarkable politicians of his century. In fact, it 
was only part of his life. A committed evangelical Anglican, 
Lord Shaftesbury involved himself with many 
organisations, frequently as president or patron, including 
the Bible Society, the Church Missionary Society and the 
Evangelical Alliance. He held strong views about the 
Second Coming and this gave him an enormous 
enthusiasm for evangelism amongst Jews.  

 

 



 

 

 

He was particularly wise in identifying where the changes 
of the industrial revolution had produced new challenges 
for Christian ministry. Here he helped create the Church 
Pastoral Aid Society, London City Mission and the YMCA, 
as well as legislation to allow Christian meetings in halls 
and theatres. 
 
Lord Shaftesbury died at the age of 84 and was mourned 
across the nation. Because of his achievements a grateful 
nation accorded him a statue after his death: the figure that 
dominates Piccadilly Circus in London (officially ‘the Angel 
of Christian Charity’). 
 

Lord Shaftesbury was an extraordinary man. How did he 
manage to achieve what he did? He certainly had many 
natural gifts, including a good education, enormous 
stamina, an ability for public speaking and a privileged 
status which allowed him to access influential people. Yet 
he used those gifts wisely. What transformed them was his 
deep faith, his dedication to prayer and Bible reading and 
his supportive network of Christian friends. 
 
Three particular distinctives in Lord Shaftesbury’s life 
speak strongly to me. 
 
First, I see an astonishing perseverance. He worked non-
stop for the well-being of others for sixty years. He 
persevered in his campaigns; for instance, he worked to 
help the mentally ill for over fifty years. He rarely gave up. 
 
Second, I see an appealing perspective. Lord Shaftesbury 
recognised that his privileged status brought with it a 
responsibility to those beneath him. Yet beyond this sense 
of social duty was his permanent awareness that one day 
he would stand before God. As one of God’s children he 
knew that he had work and duties to do. Politics was not a 
job for him, it was his calling. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Finally, I see an awesome passion. Lord Shaftesbury was 
a man whose heart was grieved by injustice and his 
indignation drove his social action. Early on in his life, Lord 
Shaftesbury said, ‘I want to be a friend to the friendless.’ I 
doubt there is any briefer or better motive for Christian 
social action. 
 
Many of the battles that Lord Shaftesbury fought are now 
history. In the United Kingdom there are no women miners 
or child chimney sweeps, but other injustices remain. 
 
Let me leave you with a passage from Lord Shaftesbury’s 
diary for Christmas day 1843 that captures the man 
perfectly. 

‘Rose before six to prayer and meditation. Ah, blessed 

God, how many in the mills and factories have risen at 

four, on this day even, to toil and suffering.’ 

It challenges me and I hope it challenges you. May we see 
a new generation of ‘Shaftsburys’ rise up for a time such 
as this. 
 
Written and given permission to publish by J.John 
Reverend Canon www.canonjjohn.com Philo Trust: 
mailto:connect@canonjjohn.com 

Submitted by John Harrington 
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