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Our Mission
Living With Christ,
Living For Christ,
Living to Make Christ Known.

If it were not there ....
I wonder what you would miss most from Christmas if it were not
there. Turkey, Christmas pudding, mince pies and
other seasonal fare? The receiving and giving of
presents? The Nine Lessons and Carols service
from King's College Chapel? Cards with news from
people that you do not hear from much, or at all,
during the rest of the year? Santa Claus? Some
time off from work? The Queen's speech? A
Communion service on Christmas Eve or a
Christmas morning service?
A Christmas tree with lights,
ornaments and novelties? Crackers? Meeting up with family?
Watching Christmas specials on television? A Boxing Day walk?
All sorts of ingredients and traditions combine together to make
Christmas for each of us. Take something important away and we
would probably long for its return.
I also wonder what you would miss least about Christmas if it were
not there. The long lead- up time? Repetitive Christmas music in
the shops? Christmas-related adverts on television? Particular
Christmas foods which do not delight your palate? Over-excessive
packaging and wrapping of toys, toiletries and the like? A lack of
'Christmas spirit' in others? Charity appeals? Party games, like
charades? Over-indulgence in food and/or alcohol? Repeats of
programmes on television? The commercialisation of it all? Some
aspects of Christmas are less attractive to us and we would not
miss them at all if they were not present.
Then what about the story at the centre of Christmas? What would
you miss most and least about it if it were not there? The long
family tree in Matthew’s gospel, giving Jesus’ ancestry, or the
account of the more immediate family
connections to John the Baptist in Luke? The
appearance of the Angel Gabriel to Mary to
tell her about the forthcoming birth of her son,
Jesus, or the angel’s message in the dream
that Joseph had about Jesus’ arrival? The
eloquent words from the beginning of John’s gospel about the
‘Word’ becoming flesh or the more ordinary Bethlehem birth
narrative in Luke? The visit of the shepherds or the journey of the
wise men? The recording of the religious observances that were
carried out after Jesus’ birth (circumcision and purification) or the

story of the holy family’s escape to Egypt? The meetings with
Simeon and Anna in the temple in Jerusalem or the slaughter of the
innocent infants by King Herod?
Some parts of the story surrounding Jesus’ birth can appeal to us
more than others. We might feel that if certain episodes were not
there we would not really miss them. Yet even those bits that may
appear a little tedious (like the genealogy in Matthew) or that seem
abhorrent (like the killing of the under-twos) have insights to bring
to us. Each part has a reason for being there. Perhaps, this year,
you might look more closely at the part of the Christmas story that
you think you would miss least if it were not there, and see what
God might be saying through it.
May you know that God is
with you this Christmas-time,
Philip.

Christmas Carol Concert for Action For Children
at Manchester Cathedral on Wednesday 3rd December 7.30pm
Featuring; Manchester Primary School Middleton Brass Band
Tickets £8 adults and £6 for children and Senior Citizens
Includes refreshments. Call 01925850856 or Ann Booth.

Christmas cards
The Christmas card being sold for the Horizons Project is available
Other Christmas cards available from The Bookstall
2015 Calendar
Available from the Church Office - £5 each
Board for Christmas Cards
From 1st December the World and Neighbourhood Action Notice
board in the narthex will be available for displaying your Christmas
cards to the church family. The money you save by just sending the
one card can be handed in to the church office in an envelope
(marked: Christmas card - "Hope for Justice"). The money will be
sent to "Hope For Justice" in support of their ongoing work.

Come and Worship
Sunday 7th December
10.00am Rev Philip Peacock Toy Service and with a baptism
6.30pm Community Carol Service with Rev Philip Peacock
Tues 9th December 7.00pm – Reflective Worship
Wed 10th December 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 14th December
10.00am Rev Philip Peacock with Baptism and Holy Communion
6.30pm Rev Tim Nicholls
Tues 16th December7.00pm – Reflective Worship
Wed 17th December10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 21 December
10.00am Rev Philip Peacock with Young Church Nativity
6.30pm
Rev Philip Peacock Carol Service
Wed 24th December
3.45pm for 4.30pm Christingle
11.15pm Rev Philip Peacock Christmas Service with
Holy Communion
Thursday 25th December Christmas Day
10.00 Rev Philip Peacock - All Age Worship
Sunday 28th December
10.00am John Harrington
6.30pm No Service
Tues 30th December 7.00pm –Reflective Worship
Wed 31st December 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 4th January 2015
10.00am Margaret Parker
6.30pm District Service at Knutsford Methodist
Tues 6th January 7.00pm – Reflective Worship
Wed 7th January 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 11th January
10.00am Rev Philip Peacock - Covenant Service
6.30pm No Service
Tues 13th January 7.00pm - Reflective Worship
Wed 14th January 10.30am - Wednesday Worship

Sunday 18th January
10.00am Pastor David Warrington
4.00pm Messy Church
6.30pm United Churches Together Service at All Saints Church
Tues 20th January 7.00pm - Reflective Worship
Wed 21st January 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 25th January
10.00am Rev Philip Peacock with a Baptism
6.30am Rev Philip Peacock with Healing and Holy Communion
Tues 27th January 7.00pm - Reflective Worship
Wed 28th January 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Sunday 1st February
8.30am Rev Philip Peacock with Holy Communion
10.00am Sarah Hooks
6.30pm Rev Jeremy Tresise
Tues 3rd February 7.00pm - Reflective Worship
Wed 4th February 10.30am - Wednesday Worship
Mid-week Worship and Learning
Home Groups meet 1st and 3rd weeks - recommencing week
beginning 15th January 2015.
Fellowship Groups – Please see ‘For Your Diary’

Carols in the Park
Saturday 20th December
at 11am in Oak Meadow
with the Salvation Army Band
Hot drinks and mince pies served
afterwards.
Please come and support this
community event










Can you help? There are many places where the church
needs help please consider carefully:Welcomers
Door steward/greeter for Christingle and Midnight Communion on
Christmas Eve
P.A.
We desperately need more helpers to run the sound system and
again the more who join the team the less often you will be needed.
CAMEO
This group of elderly people meet each Tuesday for company, food,
fellowship and fun but there are not enough people to help run this. It
means talking with the members, serving drink and food, and
generally being there. The more helpers there are the less often you
will be needed. Please see Margaret Clarke if you can help in any
way.
Friendly Food
Helpers to prepare and serve meals and clear up afterwards
Teenies
Help is needed with the Toddlers group and Baby Chat and
Tiddlywinks. Please have a word with Emma if you think you could be
part of these.
The Resources Team need volunteers for the following roles.
A person to set the heating each week over the winter period – this
involves about 1 hour each week to come in and set the programming
for heating for the following week. If you have a new digital
programmer at home, and you can set it, then the church ones are
very similar! Please speak to David Bailey (Resources Team Leader)
or Richard Watson if you would like to have a go at this role.
A person to look after and respond to the emergency property
phone – it has been described by one holder as ‘a lovely little quiet
phone’! i.e. it doesn’t ring very often! The holders look after the
phone on a rota basis for two weeks at a time, if someone is hiring a
room and finds a problem they can ring the emergency phone and
receive advice or help from the person on the other end. We have
stand by contacts so, if the phone holder is not able to come down to
church, if that is what is required, other people can be contacted for
assistance. Please speak to David Bailey or Maggie Thompson if you
would like to offer help or find out a bit more about the role.
People to come onto the Resources team that have an interest in
the up keep and running of the building. This entails three evening
meetings a year and, where possible, offering to assist when property
roles require ‘hands-on’ action

Thought Provoking Visit
Whilst I was off for a few days at the beginning of
November, Mike and I had the opportunity to visit the
National Memorial Arboretum, at Alrewas just north of
Lichfield. What an amazing, informative, tear jerking,
anger filling place! It mainly commemorates those who died in war,
but there are other memorials as well. We walked through very
poignant gardens and past memorials to people in our armed
forces who have died in the line of duty. We walked around a
tribute to the men who were Prisoners of War, through a wood
dedicated to those who died in Northern Ireland and a garden to
those who died in the Falkland Islands conflict.
Our eyes were opened at just how many ships, boats and men
were lost at sea in the World Wars. We were moved to tears at the
memorial to babies who had died at birth. We were angered at the
waste of life as we read some of the heroic stories of the men,
many between17 and 20 years old, who were Shot at Dawn, and
have since received posthumous pardons.
We allocated a couple of hours to this visit, and reluctantly left six
hours later when they were closing up for the day. No words can
describe how we felt as we walked up to the memorial to those who
have died in service since World War 2. The lady in the shop told
us, thankfully, last year saw the least amount of names added to
this memorial. What was very significant was the amount of space
on the walls yet to fill.
The memorial is free, apart from the £3 car parking
charge, but they do ask for a donation which you don't
begrudge after all you have seen. I don't want to say too
much except, go and see for yourselves, we highly
recommend it to those of all ages.
Maggie Thompson

Churches Together
Business Meeting will be on 7th January at 7pm
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on 18th - 24th January
Sing-a-long based on the psalms will be on 24th January at Grove
Lane Baptist Church. Details of times will be in the Sunday Notices

News of the Family
THANK YOU!
Many thanks for all the cards, gifts and messages received on my
retirement from the post of Ministerial Support and Pastoral
Development Worker.
Baptisms
On 23rd November we had great delight in celebrating the baptism
of Evelyn Bailey, daughter of Zoe and David and little sister to
Eleanor
In our Prayers
We remember in our prayers those who have been in hospital
during the last month and those who are very poorly. We continue
to pray for those who are listed in our prayer book – Ethel
Beresford, Jo Scoltock and Family, Wendy and Les Turner, Sheila
and Peter Cresswell, Colin and Kathryn Taylor.
TRANSPORT
If any church member is aware of someone who cannot come to
Sunday Morning Service for
lack of transport, please
let me know.
George Lea

The Flower Visitor for December is Ann Booth
and for January is Jenni Hardman

LIFESHARE Further to my plea in the October magazine, the current “wish list” for
Lifeshare this year is:Men’s jeans - all sizes Men’s trainers - all sizes
Men’s waterproof shoes and boots
Men’s waterproof coats
Boxers Small/travel sizes of shower gel and shampoo
Rucksacks Sleepingbags
Toiletries: Razors (plastic safety) and shaving gel (NOT aftershave
please because of the alcohol!)
Food for parcels : tinned meat/fish/veg breakfast bars Pot noodles
Cartons of juice
Metal cutlery (No spoons) and mugs
Many thanks Jenni Hardman

For Your Diary
Young Church
The Young Church nativity will on 21 December in the morning
service. There will be no Young Church on 28
December or 4 January. Although there will be no
Young Church on 11 January because of the Covenant
service it is hoped that there will be provision for
children led by folk from other churches in the circuit. Young
Church will recommence on 18 January.
Men’s Breakfast
Will be on Saturdays 8.30 - 10.00am. 13th December 2014
2015:- 10th January, 14th February, 14th March.
All men are welcome. For more details contact John Harrington
General Election May 2015 - Men's Breakfast
As we know there will be a General Election held in May 2015.
When it comes to such elections many Christians would like to
make their vote count by voting for the political party whose
manifesto is closest to their Christian beliefs. But how to determine
which party that is. In order for Christians to be in a position to use
their votes wisely, the Jubilee Centre, which is an independent
think tank based in Cambridge and which sets out to offer a
Christian perspective on a wide range of social, political and
economic issues, has published a short book entitled Votewise
2015. Copies can be ordered from http://www.jubileecentre.org/ at a cost of £8.99 per copy.
Beginning with our December Men's Breakfast on 13th we are
planning to look at various issues, (using the Votewise 2015
material) which will figure prominently in the forthcoming election
starting with the NHS. Then on January 10th 2015 we will consider
the question of Immigration. Other topics we will be considering at
future breakfast will include the EU and also the Deficit.
So this is an invitation for ANY men who wish to join us for
breakfast and a chat about any or all of those subjects to come
along for8.30am and after clearing up be away for about 10.30am.
For further details contact John Harrington
Friendly Food
The last Wednesday before Christmas for Friendly Food will be on
17th December and will recommence on Wednesday 7th January
at 12.15 with the hot meal for £3 adults and £1 children.
Anyone welcome - just come.

Home Groups
Will recommence on the 3rd week of (week beginning 15th).
CAMEO
Will meet on Tuesdays up to 16th December and will start again on
6th January
Foodbank
Continues with our collection of tins of fish or meat on the second
Sunday of each month.
Network
On Thursdays: 4th December Kate Lomas will be looking at "Ideas for
Christmas". 11th December Christmas Celebration with
The Singers. 15th January Mrs Jo Richards District President MWiB
22nd January "The Amazing Story of Aspirin" Mike Dascombe.
29th January Bob Bartindale 5th February New Year Lunch at Wycliffe
Hotel.
Contact Tuesday12th December at 6.30pm Christmas Party
Focus On Friday 30th January Louise Gough will be the speaker
Great Heights
After last year’s fantastic success with raising over £1,000 for
Christian Aid, Great Heights has chosen to support another very
worthwhile charity this year.
2.5 billion people – that's 40% of the world's
population – don’t have somewhere safe,
clean and hygienic to go to the loo. The
human impact of this scandalous stat is
enormous: nearly one in five child deaths each year is due to
diarrhea. The good news is you can help change this by twinning
your toilet!
For people in poor communities, a hole in the ground is quite literally
a life saver – protecting women from the risk of attack as they find
somewhere private to squat, and shielding children from preventable
diarrheal diseases. By twinning a toilet you'll be helping those who
most need access to safe sanitation, clean water, and hygiene
education.
The idea is simple. After raising some money (Great Heights will be
planning most of this, or you can do it with your family) it is donated to
Toilet Twinning. You can then choose where in the world your toilet is
built, and in a few weeks time you receive a framed certificate that you

can proudly hang in your toilet (where else!) to say your toilet has
been twinned with another in a different country, and lives are
changed forever.
This is a very worthwhile charity, providing life
changing sanitary facilities for those who need it most.
Please support us in our events (we have a hike and a
cake sale planned, more to come) and change lives for
the better. For more information visit toilettwinning.org
or ask a member of Great Heights.
Thank you

Church Council Jottings - 14th October 2014
 34 members present and 3 apologies, the meeting was chaired by
Rev Philip Peacock.
 We are grateful to the newly appointed vestry stewards: they are
making a big difference and we can always appoint more.
 The MS&PDW post has been re-advertised having received no
applications first time round.
 Cameo still desperately needs more volunteers.
 As Alison prepares to finish her work as MS&PD worker, we
expressed our thanks to Alison. May God be with her on the next
steps of her journey with Him.
 Messy Church will finish in January with a party to celebrate six years.
 A working party will plan the format of an ‘all age’ service proposed to
start in February, the intention at present being that it will run once or
twice a month alongside the usual morning service and Reflect.
 We need another volunteer to help programme the heating system.
 Phase 1 of the Horizons project has been completed and has come in
at just under £75k. Thanks go to everyone who worked so hard to
make it happen.
 It was agreed that the 10% donation of Horizons money raised for
Phase 1 will be split between WaterAid and Dementia UK.
 We need to get behind the Horizons fundraising activities and put our
own interests on one side for the time being. The proposed work will
make a massive difference but we need to raise the money. We will
need another gift day.

 The following appointments were agreed: Fred and Elaine Busby as
pastoral visitors; Rachel Roberts-Newton, David Cocker (1 yr), Ann
Booth, Lesley Peacock, Maurice Turnpenney, Duncan Booth,
Margaret Smith (1 yr), Andrew Hardman as morning vestry stewards
(for 2 years except where specified); Pam Howie, Susan Bethwaite,
Kathryn Price and Steve McManus (1 yr) as evening stewards (for 2
years except where specified); Jean Goodacre as communion
steward.
 Amnesty's Greeting Card Campaign
 If you are able to send an extra card this Christmas and wish to join in
the annual greetings card campaign of Amnesty, could you please
send a card to Liu Ping.
 In June 2014 activist Liu Ping was sentenced to six and a half years in
jail. She is one of many activists who have been harassed or detained
for their links with the New Citizen's Movement, a peaceful network of
activists which aims to promote government transparency, help the
weak and expose corruption.
 Liu Ping says she was tortured while in pre-trial detention, and
remains at risk of torture and other ill-treatment. She is also being
denied the medical care she needs and there are serious concerns for
her health. Amnesty International considers Liu Ping to be a prisoner
of conscience.
 Please send a greeting card - a religious card is fine since she is a
Christian - to:- Liu Ping Jiangxi Nanchang Women's Prison 630
Changzheng Road Zhang Leng County Nanchang City
Jiangxi province 330100 People's Republic of China
 A suitable message would be - Although you are in prison, you have
inspired many others to defend human rights. We are thinking about
you
 Additional information - 2nd December is Liu Ping's 50th birthday.

Carol Singing on Christmas Eve
Once again we invite people from local churches to join with us to go
carol singing around the hospital wards at Stepping Hill on Christmas
Eve. This is always very much appreciated by patients and staff. We
meet in the hospital chapel for 7.00pm and aim to finish around
8.00pm with coffee and mince pies. Musicians are very welcome – it
helps with the planning if you let us know if you are bringing an
instrument (email: hospital.chapel@stockport.nhs.uk)

Horizons Project
Please watch the notice boards for all the events taking place
during 2015, and come along and support them!
Ongoing fundraising activities include cake, jam and chutney
sales at Friendly Food, cards and calendars for 2015 available
from the office.
Date for your diary – 19th Feb Restaurant Meal – watch the
notices and February magazine for details.

Come and celebrate a Musical Evening with
THE LAURENCE SINGERS
at Cheadle Hulme Methodist Church
on Saturday 7th March 2015 at 7.30 pm
Tickets, available in January, £8.
(Refreshments included)
Proceeds to the Horizon Project
More fundraising dates for your 2015
diary:April – Fashion Show
May – Silent Auction
June 27th and 28th – Open House and Garden
July 4th – Big Band Concert & Dance
August – Pizza Galore
October – Harvest Supper and Social
November 21st – Special Event!
Please look out for details in the future
magazines, notices and on posters.

Autumn Fair – A huge thank you
Many thanks to all who took any sort of part in
this big event for the Horizons Project. An
enormous amount of work went into this and
we very much appreciate that. We are thrilled
to be able to say that the resulting amount
taken was £1,500 for the fund.

The Human Cost of Conflict in Sudan
Christian Aid sent Bex Turner (our new Area Adviser) on Sunday
Nov 6th to thank all supporters in our area for our recent
contributions to their work (£12,453 since the start of Christian Aid
Week).
Sadly, some of their work has recently been undone by the war in
Sudan, Christian Aid can make a world of difference for
returning families.
HARD usually initially offers a cash grant: This is important as it
gives recipients the dignity of choosing their priority target for
improvement. For some this is tools to prepare the ground and
seeds. Others buy education for their children, or health
necessities, or bricks so they can build a really solid home which
helps them feel secure from the elements and their enemies.
Currently, 90 % of the population in Sudan live on less than one
US dollar each day, and so are chronically hungry.
What can we do? Continue to support Christian Aid, particularly
during the next few weeks as our government has promised to
DOUBLE all gifts to Christian Aid (up to £5,000,000 !) until 6th
February…….so watch out for opportunities to give (10p will
provide 3 bricks (or 6 if you give it before 6th Feb!) and local
people want hospitals to be built.
We need people here to be more aware of the difference they can
make…and Christian Aid needs people with appropriate skills to
contribute to local school assemblies (They will support you!)
Continue to pray for their work and for really positive peace in
every area currently under actual or threatened conflict.
If you could join our cheery team of bucket holders at Edgeley
Co-op soon (date to be confirmed)
please contact Margaret Clarke
Thank you all!

Church Life
Homegroups
Monday

Monday

Shirley and Ivor John
23 Acre Lane

8pm

Andy Longworth
26 Sherbourne Close

8pm

Tuesday

Pat James
32 Woodfield Road

7.45pm

Tuesday

Val Pickwell
8 Manor Court, Park Road

8pm

Wednesday

Dilys and Maurice
Turnpenny
7 Twining Brook Road

7.45pm

Thursday
Helen and John Harrington
rd
3 Thursday 2 Leyland Avenue, Gatley

Friday

Pam Howie
1b Manor Close

10am – 12 noon

8pm

Home Groups meet on the first and third weeks of each month

PRAYER FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Glory to God in Heaven - and down to earth in muddy boots, moonlight on the sea,
in gardening and giving birth;
glimpsed on far horizons, sensed among stars,
known in held hands;
in jokes and arguments and songs of praise,
relishing rainbows, waves across the sand,
in welcome sleep after hard-working days;
in doubts and questions, in tears and laughter,
in shared silences and words spoken,
in the smell of bread baking, in bread broken.

Glory to God brought to birth
among human beings fully alive;
here and now may our shared lives
help to bring lasting peace on earth.
Amen
Jan Sutch Pickard - Lay Preacher, Mull.

MEETING TOGETHER
People to Contact
Young Church
Great Heights
Tuesday
Cameo
Contact
Tuesday Evening
Reflective Worship
Rock Solid

10:00
20:15

Sunday
Rick Price
Phil & Jacqui Sarbutts

10:30
15:00

Margaret Clarke
George Lea

19:00
19:30

Wednesday Worship
Toddler Group
Friendly Food
Banner Making
The Singers
Thursday
Baby Chat
Women’s Network
Scouts

10:30
10:45
12:15
14:00
18:45

Kathryn Price
John Harrington
Wednesday
Liz Parkinson

10:30
14:30
19:15

Tiddlywinks
Beavers (6-8 years)

10:30
18:30

Hazel Crummett
Sue Jacklin
Christine Watson
Emma Coe
Margaret Pattie
David Heatley
Friday
Emma Coe
Jacqui Metcalfe

(Parish Rooms)

Cubs (Woods La Guide HQ) 18:30
Focus
19:30
Messy Drinks
20:00
(Friday before Messy Church)
Saturday
Men’s Breakfast
8:30

Neil Davison
Ruth Mason
Phil Sarbutts
phil@the-sarbutts.co.uk
John Harrington

HEATING STEWARD:
ENVELOPE SECRETARY:
George Lea
ROOM BOOKINGS:
Maggie Thompson
PLAYGROUP
9:15
Christine Watson
TRANSPORT ROTA:
George Lea
helen-harrington@NTLworld.com
Prayer Requests
Colin & Kathryn Taylor

CHEADLE HULME METHODIST CHURCH
Address:
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Ramillies Avenue,
Cheadle Hulme, SK8 7AL
Church Office: Monday – Friday 9.30am-3.00pm
Tel: 485 1605 chmc@talktalkbusiness.net
Website:
Circuit website:

www.chmc.org.uk
bramhallwythenshawemethodists.org.uk

Minister
Revd Philip Peacock
31 Victoria Avenue,
Cheadle Hulme SK8 5DJ
minister@chmc.org.uk
Children & Family Worker
Mrs Emma Coe
families@chmc.org.uk
Senior Stewards:
Mr Duncan Booth
Church Council Secretary:
Mrs Jane Booth
Room Bookings:
via the Church Office
Church Treasurer:
Mr David James
Magazine Editor:
Mrs Margaret Gulson

Mrs Kathryn Price

