
Where is death’s sting? 
Sermon outline 
 
We shouldn’t be surprised that we have a strange relationship with death.   The pain of 
separation is hard, and questions can abound when someone is taken “early” or in sudden, 
inexplicable circumstances. 
So how exactly do we come to terms with Paul saying to us “Death, where's your sting!" 
And how come death is part of a series on healing/wholeness? 
 
Well, because death and resurrection is absolutely at the heart of Christian faith! 
 
We have this story, us Christians,  

 …..a story about life and death 
   ……about life before death 
   …….and life after death 
 
It is a story about healing/wholeness 
 …...And it's all about a Cross! 
 

As Max Lucado put it in his book “No Wonder They Call Him Saviour”  
“The cross rests on the time line of history like a compelling diamond.  Its 
tragedy summons all sufferers.  Its absurdity attracts all cynics.  Its hope lures 
all searchers.  My, what a piece of wood!  History has idolised it and despised 
it, gold plated it and burned it, worn it and trashed it.  History has done 
everything to it but ignore it.  That’s the one option that the cross does not 
offer.  No one can ignore it!  You can’t ignore a piece of wood that suspends 
the greatest claim in history.  A crucified carpenter claiming that he is God on 
earth.” 

 
We have an amazing story we have! 
…..A story of death, but death not being an end but a beginning 

 ….of death not being a failure of earthly life but a fanfare to eternallife 
   ….of death not being a defeat but a victory 

 ….. of death not having sting but healing 
…of death not being product of illness but pinnacle of healing 

 

And it's a story that heals people's lives: 
(1) the way they see their past – offering powerful forgiveness 

Someone once wrote:  “I wish there were some wonderful place called the Land of 
Beginning Again, where all of our past mistakes and heartaches, and all of our poor 
selfish grief, could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door.  And never be put 
on again.” 
The Good News is that the empty Cross is just that place! As we bring our lives to the 
Cross on which Jesus died, we can leave our wounds, scars and pain there, and rise 
with Jesus Christ to newness of life.  And everything that has gone before can be 
transformed by the power of God.   



Romans 8:1-3 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you[a] free from the law of sin and death.3 For 
what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 
flesh,[b] God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to 
be a sin offering. 

 
(2) the way they see the present - offering daily strength 

Romans 8:18:  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.  
It is remarkable to see God's glory shines through in the toughest of times, or just in 
the ordinary times! 

Brother Lawrence in 17th Century, worked a lowly life in the 
monastery kitchen, but was determined to live his WHOLE life for 
God: "Nor is it needful that we should have great things to do. . . 
We can do little things for God; I turn the cake that is frying on the 
pan for love of him, and that done, if there is nothing else to call 
me, I prostrate myself in worship before him, who has given me 
grace to work; afterwards I rise happier than a king. It is enough 
for me to pick up but a straw from the ground for the love of 
God." 

 
(3) the way they see the future  - offering the hope of heaven 

The leader of a Bible Study Class asked the following question: ‘If you found 
out that you only had two weeks to live what would you do?’ After a few 
minutes of silence one man said, “I’d quit my job, sell my possessions and 
travel.” Anther said, “I’d call all of my family and friends and plan a going 
away party.” A 3rd said, “I’d invite my mother in law to come & live with 
me.’  A bit puzzled, the leader asked him to explain. “Well, I’d invite my 
mothr in law to come and live with me because it would be the longest two  
weeks of my life!” 

 
The Good News of our Story is that a hopeless end can be transformed by Jesus into 
an endless hope. 
 
Rom 8:37-38: 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 
And it's a story that heals people's experience of death 
 …..And the way we can cope when those we love die 
     ……Of crse there's great sadness and grief.... BUT 

 ……what peace, hope and joy there can be when the power of the Cross is evident. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28119a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28120b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155k


What a story! 
……It's the gospel story that has run through the generations, and transformed people just 
like you and me: 
    ……Those who showed us faith! 
           …People like John Wesley: who on his death bed said “Best of all is God is with us.” 

          …….The first disciples 

 
BUT!  …It's a story that needs to become your story! 

…..If not, it’s foolishness! 1 Cor 1:18:  
The message about the cross doesn’t make any sense to lost people. But 
for those of us who are being saved, it is God’s power at work. 

 
But as it becomes our story - it truly transforms 
….Think of the Road to Emmaus: 
……The disciples going the wrong way dejected.  
 ……The resurrection HAD happened, but it wasn't their story! 
  ……And then they invited J in, and it all came alive 

…..Hearts burning 
…..Lives transformed 

…….Healed! Made Whole! 
 
So the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has the power to transform us – to heal us and 
to make us whole: 
……When the story is OUR story 

……When we KNOW that X is alive 
  ……When we know that all the promises of G are "YES" in Christ (2 Cor 1:20) 
 
So, our challenge today is this:  
…..Is The Story, Your Story??   
     ……Are you spiritually re-born into that story?  
 …… Do you know the power of the living Christ within you – healing you,  
  ….and helping you to deal with death around you in the light of that story? 
 
May I echo Pauls’ words in Eph 1:15-20 as I pray for you…. 

15 I have heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus. I have also heard about 
your love for all of God’s people. That is why 16 I have not stopped thanking 
God for you. I always remember you in my prayers. 
17 I pray to the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the glorious Father. I 
keep asking him to give you the wisdom and understanding that come from 
the Holy Spirit. I want you to know God better. 
18 I also pray that your mind might see more clearly. Then you will know the 
hope God has chosen you to receive. You will know that the things God’s 
people will receive are rich and glorious. 19 And you will know his great 
power. It can’t be compared with anything else. It is at work for us who 
believe. It is like the mighty strength 20 God showed when he raised Christ 
from the dead. 


