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Audacity! 
We’re familiar with the scene. 
The crowded old city of Jerusalem. 
If we’ve not been there, we can imagine. 
Numerous preachers have set this scene for us, 
Films have contributed to our impressions. 
The crowds are buzzing. 
Voices from all over the world can be heard: 
Shouting, laughing, chattering, haggling. 
 
The nearest I get to picturing it is the Souq in Doha in Qatar. 
In a place like Qatar, which is mostly desert, 
Where you can drive for hours across the dunes without even seeing a twig 
of vegetation or a living soul, 
There’s an attraction in being in a noisy crowd. 
Crowds draw crowds. 
And people were here in Jerusalem,  drawn from all over the known world, 
For Pentecost, 
The Feast of Weeks – the start of the Harvest Season. 
How appropriate! 
 
Peter stands up and explains. 
Who is he and what does he know? 
And how come this man, who only recently was caught cowering in the 
shadows in the High Priest’s courtyard. 
Denying all knowledge of even knowing Jesus: 
How come this man is on his soapbox now? 
And if he is, wouldn’t you be intrigued by what he has to say

1
? 

Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let 
me tell you what this means. 
 

This needs to be heard (v.36) 
We didn’t hear the whole of Peter’s speech. 
We’ll catch up with more of it at our Pentecost. 
 
He starts off trying to explain the behaviour of his friends. 
They’re acting outrageously. 
They’d had an amazing experience of the presence of God. 

                                                      
1
 Acts 2:14, GNB. 
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Right there, among them. 
As they hid in a secret room, confused about the past, 
Scared of the future. 
Probably wondering how to escape back to the country and quietly take up 
fishing again. 
 
Then these – tongues of fire – try explaining that away. 
And they’d burst out of their room, 
And found themselves on the street. 
They couldn’t contain themselves. 
They had news to share. 
And language was no barrier – this news needed sharing. 
 
So Peter starts to explain: 
These guys are not actually drunk! 
They have just encountered the Holy Spirit. 
And everything has changed for them. 
And actually, we were expecting this! 
Because the prophets we all love and respect told us this would happen: 
In the last days, God will pour out his Spirit! 
And it’s happened. 
And we’re not going to be able to shut up about it. 
Because God has poured out his Spirit on his people. 
So, we say, the church was born. 
 
And some of us still can’t shut up about it. 
Because this message needs to be heard. 
Not to shout it out is to do the world an injustice. 
But what is this message that needs to be heard? 
 

Lord and Messiah (v.36) 
Peter’s next words are probably the most important words he ever spoke. 
36

 “All the people of Israel, then, are to know for sure that this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, is the one that God has made Lord and Messiah!” 
 
It’s hard for us to imagine what those words sounded like then. 
We’re so used to hearing words like Lord and Messiah. 
We sprinkle them into our prayers, sing them in our songs. 
They’re part of the jargon we use in church. 
But wow! 
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What had Peter unleashed as he spoke these words to a Jewish crowd? 
 
I used to work with a Muslim lady called Shalini. 
She was a great software engineer and worked with me on my last big 
project, with South West Water. 
We used to have some great conversations waiting for our plane home in 
Exeter Airport. 
We would talk openly about faith, and most of the time, we were on the 
same wavelength. 
About prayer. 
About worship. 
About the duty of God’s people to live for others. 
But there was one point at which our conversation got stuck. 
We learned to avoid it, if I’m honest. 
 
Shalini could never accept that Jesus is the Son of God. 
For her, even suggesting it was an insult to God, who can never be divided 
or compromised in any way. 
…this Jesus, [proclaims Peter] whom you crucified, is the one that God 
has made Lord and Messiah! 
Lord and Messiah. 
Maybe for a Jewish crowd in Jerusalem that Pentecost. 
There was at least one thing they could recognise. 
The idea of a Messiah. 
Everyone wanted the Messiah to come. 
But the Messiah was supposed to be a warrior, a politician, a great leader. 
Someone to challenge the Romans, and kick them out of Palestine. 
Not a homeless preacher from up north with a rag-bag bunch of fishermen 
in tow. 
Who got crucified. 
That’s wasn’t the Messiah. 
Was it? 
 
This what Isaiah had said about the Messiah

2
: 

2
  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 
… 

                                                      
2
 Isaiah 52:2-4, NIV. 
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3 
He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
… 
4 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and 
afflicted. 
 
But the real bombshell was this: 
…this Jesus... is the one that God has made Lord and Messiah! 
 
There is only one thing Peter could mean by using that word: Lord. 
He meant that this man, Jesus, 
Who… was despised and rejected by mankind 
This man is actually God. 
Not only is he God’s He actually God’s chosen messenger bringing 
salvation to his people – the Messiah. 
He is actually God, come among his people. 
Living, healing, suffering, dying for them, amongst them. 
…this Jesus... Lord and Messiah! 
 
What did it take for Peter to stand on his soapbox and say that? 
He would have realised that what he said was dynamite. 
He could have been crucified for that. 
But some things just need to be heard. 
 
There are those who say, even within churches: 
We’ve heard it all before, this simple gospel. 
We want to hear different things, fresh perspectives. 
Well, I can understand that – to a point. 
But if there ever comes a day when we tire of hearing that: 
…this Jesus... is the one that God has made Lord and Messiah! 
and being excited by what that means for each one of us. 
 
That’s the day we’d need to call it a day. 
Wind up the church,  
sell the land to Waitrose,  
pack up and go home. 
 
Perhaps we just don’t realise just how dangerous life is? 
Just how close each of us get to the precipice? 
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The Cliff Edge 
The Trotternish Ridge on the Isle of Skye provides one of the most 
spectacular walks in the UK. 
It also formed my first introduction to mountain walking in Scotland. 
It could have been my last venture into the mountains too. 
I was with a couple of slightly mad friends, picking our way along the 
escarpment. 
A grassy slope on the left, a vertical cliff of maybe 1,000 feet on the right. 
Below us, we were captivated to watch a Golden Eagle – an actual Golden 
Eagle – swooping and catching the thermals. 
As we crossed the next ridge, the grassy slope dipped  in front of us, 
punctuated by smooth pavements of exposed rock. 
As we descended on the short-cropped grass, the slope became steeper, 
Then without warning, the turf on which I was walking gave way. 
It was simply resting on a steep rocky platform and underneath was damp 
slippery rock. 
Then I realised that the slope veered over to the right towards the cliff and 
the free space below. 
A gentle grassy stroll had become a steep rocky scramble. 
With no  
My instinct was to sit down, roll over and grab for anything that might be 
solid. 
I don’t know how far I slid towards that cliff, but I know when I came to rest I 
was shocked and petrified. 
Thinking about it, I’m amazed I carried on walking after that scary moment. 
 
Why did Peter’s words remind me of the Trotternish Ridge? 
Remember that Acts is really part 2 of Luke’s gospel. 
And throughout his gospel, Luke has been recording the warnings that 
Jesus gave to the people. 
They increase in quantity and urgency all the way through to the moment 
when Jesus is crucified. 
And then there is silence. 
 
The warnings were specific. 
Israel has bought into a way of life which is directly opposite to what God 
wants:  

 a way which ignores the plight of the poor,  

 which embraces violence, 

 which denies God’s call to his people to become the light of the world.  
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Again and again Jesus warns

3
: 

If you don’t turn back, you’re heading for disaster. 
You’re heading for the cliff. 
If you don’t realise and repent, it will be too late! 
And Jesus wasn’t just talking to the rulers and officials. 
He was talking to everyone: 
We’re all in this together. 
 
But then, as he approaches his crucifixion, 
Another startling truth becomes apparent. 
Not only is this man warning of judgement on his beloved Israel, 
He has taken their identity upon himself. 
He is the representative Israelite. 
The Messiah who sums up the people in himself. 
He has taken on himself all their faults, failing, sins. 
And so he bears God’s judgement on himself, 
Dying on a charge of which he was innocent, but thousands around him 
were guilty. 
And so it remains. 
…this Jesus, whom you crucified, is the one that God has made Lord 
and Messiah! 
They were all guilty, and they knew it. 
And He had carried that guilt to the cross. 
And we’re all guilty, and deep down we know it. 
 
Guilty of all sorts of things, 
But if nothing else, 
Guilty of behaving as if we only have ourselves to please. 
And that no one cares, least of all God. 
When you’ve had a cliff edge moment, it makes you think. 
Actually all of us have had a cliff edge moment. 
 

What shall we do? (v. 37,38) 

When the people heard this, they were deeply troubled and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do, brothers?” 
The thing is, you can’t just walk away. 
You have to respond one way or another to the claims of Christ. 

                                                      
3
 Luke 13.5 (from Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone. 
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You can dismiss them as stupid, or absurd. 
You can reject them as an insult to God, as my Muslim friend did. 
Or you can ask: 
What must I do now? 
 
Peter had an answer for that one. 
An answer he’d probably heard from Jesus so many times. 
But now it had a new potency. 
Each one of you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will 
receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 
And we’re told that they did. 
3,000 of them there and then. 
The baptism service would have been incredible. 
I wonder whether that service overran on time just a bit? 
 

What shall I do? 

“What shall we do, brothers [and sisters, please]? 
No, let’s get personal: 
What shall I do? 
 
Because it’s too easy to leave that question in the first century. 
It was a different world then. 
Or at least that’s what we like to think. 
But actually it’s not that different. 
The world is actually still recognisable. 
People still muddle through, 
There’s just as much conflict and violence. 
The poor will always be with you, Jesus said. 
And guess what – there is still poverty all around us. 
And the work of Jesus still stands. 
He is still Lord, and he is still Messiah. 
Nothing changes that. 
So what shall I do? 
The response of Peter are still there for us: 
Each one of you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will 
receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 
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Well, I guess most of us have been baptised: 
Most of us probably as babies. 
Some of us later on by being dunked in a pool. 
So done that! 
But wait: what is baptism actually about? 
It’s about turning round to face God – that’s what repenting is. 
It’s about recognising what Jesus did: 
- being buried with him, then rising to new life. 

It’s about a public statement of commitment – I promise…  
 
When people become members in the Methodist Church, we call it 
confirmation. 
We confirm the promises that were made at baptism. 
Promises to repent. 
To leave stuff behind. 
To let go of what’s holding us back. 
To follow Jesus, to keep our eyes on him. 
Just as Leslie urged us in his speech at his leaving party: 
Keep your eyes on Jesus. 
 

The Promised Spirit (v.39) 

…and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 
…says Peter. 
So much I’d like to say, but it’s for another time. 
But I want to ask: 
What is it that we need to leave behind, 
To let go of? 
What is it that is holding us back from following Jesus? 
From allowing him to transform our lives and commit our future to him? 
 
Some verses from the other reading we heard before. 
Words from the same Peter, much later on. 
Probably collected by friends of his to encourage the churches in their 
continuing faith. 
 
Read from the NLT, then pause and reflect: 

1 Peter 1:21-23 (NLT) 
21 

Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you have placed 
your faith and hope in God because he raised Christ from the dead 
and gave him great glory. 
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22 
You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so 

now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and 
sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. 
23 

For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. 
Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living 
word of God. 
 


