
LIFE’S TOO SHORT 
 

  The world we live in today is one where many things have a very short life span.  
Every day we all use items that we would describe as “disposable” – when they’ve served 
their purpose we simply throw them in the bin or we take them for recycling.  In many 
cases they have only been useful for a few moments, a day or two, maybe a week, but 
nevertheless they have a limited period of life. 
 
……….Many of the larger and more expensive things which we acquire as we make our 
way through life like cars, and furniture, and items of technology also have a limited life 
span.  People often say “things aren’t made to last these days!” and we get used to the 
idea that we have to replace them after a few years either because they’ve worn out or 
because something much better has come onto the market.  Some of us may even be glad 
that things do wear out, because it gives us a good excuse to get something new, to have 
a change.   
 
……….But, although we seem to have accepted that most things we experience in life,  or 
acquire in life, or deal with in life, have a limited life span, we often find it very difficult to 
accept that this is also true of our life here on earth.  When children and young people die, 
or even those in their middle age, we may feel justified in claiming that life has not been 
fair.  It seems so contrary to what we believe to be the natural order of things.  We expect 
our parents and elders to die before us, but not our children, grandchildren, or those 
younger than us.   
 
……….But, more than that, it seems that whenever death comes, it almost always feels as 
if it has come too soon.  Whatever age our loved one, we often wish they had lived longer, 
unless of course, they are experiencing great suffering, and then we may, at least in part, 
be relieved that an end to that has come at last. 
 
………As a human race we have made many advances in medicine and technology, and 
as a result our life expectancy has increased.  In general, people do live longer, but maybe 
all that has done for us is make us even more bitter when the treatments, or the 
technology don’t work for our loved ones.  We feel as if we want to be in control, and it’s 
often very difficult to accept that for that particular individual whom we have loved, their 
earthly life span has come to an end. 
 

 Yet, God’s word makes it very plain that the length of our life is in His hands and 
not ours.  Both the readings we have heard this afternoon remind us of that.  In the book of 
Job we read “The length of his life is decided beforehand – the number of months he will 
live.  You have settled it, and it can’t be changed,” and then in the Psalms we read this 
“The days allotted to me had all been recorded in your book, before any of them ever 
began.” 
 
……….So, if the length of our life is in God’s control, why do we get so hung about it?  
What is it that causes us to say that someone’s “life has been cut short?”  It may appear so 
to us in our human terms, but in relation to eternity, all of our lives here on earth are short.  
The first verse of our reading from Job reminded us of that “All lead the same short, 
troubled life.”   
 



……….Maybe we need to be not so hung up about the length of our lives, but rather the 
quality of them, because in some respects we have much more control over that.  I’m not 
talking now about our financial situation, or the environment in which we find ourselves 
living.  Of course, all of those things have an enormous impact upon the quality of our life.   
But more important than that are our human relationships.  Our deepest needs as human 
beings are to know that we are loved, accepted, valued, and forgiven.  Without those 
things in our lives, it doesn’t much matter how long we live, because our life won’t be all 
that it could be, it won’t have a quality about it.  The quality of our human relationships with 
our families, our friends, our neighbours, our work colleagues, are all in our hands.  God 
gives us people with whom to share life – the closeness of those relationships rests with 
us. 
 

  But the one thing that will give us life as it was intended to be is a relationship 
with our loving Heavenly Father.  Only when we know God for ourselves will we really 
know what it’s like to be loved, accepted, forgiven and valued in an entirely unconditional 
way.  Only when we know God for ourselves will we know what it’s like to have fullness of 
life, new life, eternal life, because those are the things that he offers to those who put their 
trust in him. 
 
……….So, this afternoon, we are, of course, remembering our loved ones with great 
affection.  We are grieving their loss.  We are sorry that we have no more opportunities to 
share life’s experiences with them.  All of these feelings are natural and good ones to 
have.  But, as we remember them this afternoon and the relationships we shared with 
them, let us commit ourselves to improving the quality of our own lives from this moment 
on by working at our remaining human relationships, and most importantly of all, by 
trusting God with our lives, and living his way. 
 
……….May each of you know, that this church family will continue to pray for and support 
you, as you continue to journey through life.  May you also know the love and the peace of 
God surrounding you and comforting you at this time. 


