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Joel 2 v 23 - 32 + Acts 2 v 36-47 

 
Those of you who were here when I last preached in August may well remember 
that I preached from the minor prophet, Hosea. 
Well this morning I am going to be looking at another minor prophet, this time 
Joel. 
It’s almost feels like waiting for a bus. Nothing happens and then 3 arrive 
together. Well so far it will be 2 Minor Prophets and who knows what may 
happen next time I am preaching here! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
So firstly a quick overview of the Book of Joel.   
Joel was a prophet who probably lived in Jerusalem, which at this time in history 
was part of Judah which was the southern section of a divided Israel.  
He lived about 800 years before Christ and very little is known about him other 
than his father’s name mentioned right at the beginning of the book, Petheul. 
 

The book itself is only 3 chapters long and can be read in about 10 minutes.  
Have many of you read it? 
 

Joel is quite a familiar name to us because Peter, in his great sermon following 
the pouring out of Gods Holy Spirit at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, actually 
referred to the prophet Joel and repeats the last part of our Joel reading this 
morning: - Acts 2 v 17- 18:  This is what I will do in the last days, God says: I will 
pour out my Spirit on everyone. Your sons and daughters will proclaim my 
message; your young men will see visions, and your old men will have 
dreams. Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit 
in those days, and they will proclaim my message. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Now when I first started to prepare this sermon I thought that the first part of 
our reading from Joel sounded like an ideal one to do for harvest. After all it 
speaks about being 
..... given you the right amount of autumn rain; he has poured down the winter 
rain for you and the spring rain as before. The threshing places will be full of 
grain; the pits beside the presses will overflow with wine and olive oil. Now you 
will have plenty to eat, and be satisfied. 
 

Of course we have come in to the story part way through, so what happened 
before?  
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Well basically the land has been ravaged by a plague of locusts such that no one 
has ever seen anything like it before.  
These locusts are like an invading army and they wipe out everything in their 
path. The land is devastated.  Joel 2 says:  
The great army of locusts advances like darkness spreading over the mountains. 
There has never been anything like it, and there never will be again. 
Like fire they eat up the plants. In front of them the land is like the Garden of 
Eden, but behind them it is a barren desert.  Nothing escapes them.  They are 
lined up like a great army ready for battle. They attack like warriors; they climb 
the walls like soldiers. They all keep marching straight ahead and do not change 
direction. They swarm through defences, and nothing can stop them. 
 

It all sounds pretty dire 
 

As a result of this terrible tragedy that has befallen the land, Joel calls on all his 
fellow countrymen & women to repent and return to God.  
If they do this sincerely rather than just going through the outward act of 
repentance, which Joel refers to as tearing ones clothes, then God will forgive 
the people and restore the land to even greater prosperity than before the 
locust invasion.  So this is where we entered the story. 
 

But even better is to come. Once God has restored the land He then will pour 
out his Spirit on everyone, men & women, slaves and free.  
 

Finally the book finishes off by saying that judgement will come upon all those 
countries and people who have turned against God. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
So what are we to make of these verses? They may be of passing interest but so 
what?  
We tend not to be too bothered about plagues of locusts in Cheadle Hulme!  
What can I possibly take from this book that will help or challenge me in my life 
today? 
 

Well central to this book is the theme of the coming ‘Day of the Lord’, Ch 2 v 1b: 
The day of the LORD is coming soon.  
 

Now this terminology causes a lot of debate.  
When is the ‘Day of the Lord’ going to happen?  
It would be useful to know in advance so that we can ensure that we book a day 
off work or we are not away on holiday.  
Once we know the date we will make suitable preparations.  
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Even the disciples wondered when this day would be. In response to their 
questioning Jesus said Matt 24 v 36: No one knows, however, when that day and 
hour will come—neither the angels in heaven nor the Son; the Father alone 
knows. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
At the beginning of Joel chapter 2 we find these words: Blow the trumpet; sound 
the alarm on Zion, God's sacred hill. Tremble, people of Judah! The day of the 
Lord is coming soon. It will be a dark and gloomy day, a black and cloudy day. 
Sounds like a long range weather forecast!  
But this is serious stuff. So serious that an alarm needs to be sounded.  
 

And it is God who is sending the alarm to warn us about this coming ‘Day of the 
Lord’ v25b: It was I (God) who sent this army against you. 
 

Joel is saying that it was God who sent this plague of locusts and the disaster 
they caused, in order to shake people up and in so doing hopefully they would 
return to God in repentance.  
This ‘Day of the Lord’ will be a terrible day so Joel is saying: “repent before it is 
too late”.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
So Joel seems to be taking a natural disaster, the plague of locusts and attaching 
some religious significance, namely repent before it is too late, in order to get his 
point across 
 

Now today we don’t warm this type of message. We don’t like to think that God 
would deliberately send a disaster in order to get our attention. 
 

Not long after the 9/11 attacks in America, one US preacher actually said that 
God had ‘sent’ the attacks as a punishment on America for turning away from 
Him. 
Well that went down like a lead balloon! 
 

And it’s not a message that resonates well with us today either.  
That is not the God we know and proclaim. Our loving, snugly heavenly Father 
would never allow a terrible tragedy to take place in order to get our attention. 
 

Well OK, maybe Joel was just using a tragedy to get over his message. 
Admittedly in very bad taste but that is all it was.  
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But then again I am reminded in 2 Timothy 3 v 16 where is says that :  All 
Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, 
correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living. 
 

So these words, in the book of Joel, are there for a reason and it seems to be 
glaringly obvious from his words that the simple thing is that one day God is 
going to return and we need to be prepared for that day, before it happens. 
 

As we have already said we don’t know when that day will be, but we have been 
warned and to use a line we often see in war films when the alarm is sounded: 
’This is not a Drill’. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
One thing that Joel is certain about is that in his generation this ‘Day of the Lord’ 
would be as bad as an army of locusts destroying everything in their path. 
 

In our day we might use the terminology – ‘as bad as it can possibly be’ or ‘worse 
than any number of nuclear bombs or natural disasters all rolled in to one’. 
 

It is not something that will be nice or even, and this is important to note: 
missed.  
You will not be looking the other way when it happens.  
There will be no mistake about what is happening. 
 

And yet there is still an opportunity at this late stage to repent and be saved 
from the disaster that is unfolding. Joel 2 v 12 & 13:   “But even now,” says the 
Lord, “repent sincerely and return to me with fasting and weeping and mourning. 
Let your broken heart show your sorrow; tearing your clothes is not enough.” 
Come back to the Lord your God. He is kind and full of mercy; he is patient and 
keeps his promise; he is always ready to forgive and not punish. 
 

Yes this is the OT ‘smiting’ God who is still, at the very last minute, calling people 
to repent and return to Him. Surely this is indicative of the depth of love that 
God has for his creation, his people, us.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
But this repentance has to be real. I know we hear about so called death bed 
conversions. Of folk who have lived terrible lives but then at the last minute of 
life call on God to be saved and I am not going to dismiss this.  
However what I would say is that we have not been given the magical password 
here so that we can do what we like and when the ‘Day of the Lord’ happens we 
just say the magic words “I repent “and everything will be OK.  
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This is not what is being said here: v 13 says:  Let your broken heart show your 
sorrow; tearing your clothes is not enough.” In other words repentance has to 
be for real, not just words. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Once upon a time the church was known for preaching ‘hellfire & damnation. 
That unless you repented there was a fiery hell waiting for you. The boilers were 
already being stoked up nice and hot so you had better repent now whilst there 
is still time. 
It may well have filled the pews with people so frightened that they just had to 
be in church just in case the ‘Day of the Lord’ happened. 
 

Of course we don’t hear that type of preaching nowadays and I am not about to 
start. I don’t think scaring folk in to the Kingdom of God is what God would want.  
 

I think much more He would want us to come to Him in response to his love 
shown to us. 
 

But make no mistake about it. One day He will come again and that will be a 
great day for some and a terrible day for others. 
 

I know which side I would like to be on and I am sure you too would also like to 
be on that side. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This idea of there being a separation one day is not a popular one. That 
somehow some will not make it in to heaven, is not popular with many, even 
within our churches. 
It does not fit in with their view of a loving Heavenly Father who loves everyone 
so how could he condemn some to an eternity without him, in other words, 
Hell? 
 

Sadly that view is contrary to the message contained within the Bible. The Bible 
contains warning after warning, story after story to alert people to the future 
and we can only blame ourselves if we chose, for whatever reason, to ignore its 
warnings. 
 

The situation that pertained in Joel’s time is one such warning. A natural disaster 
occurred and Joel used that to warn people that this was like a picture for those 
who refused to return to God. BUT the good news which Joel also told them was 
that things can look a whole lot different IF the people repented and returned to 
God. 
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So if I take on board this idea that there is a coming ‘Day of the Lord’ and that I 
need to be prepared for it, the natural question that arises is: How? 
How can I prepare for it? What should I be doing? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The words we had in our reading from Acts 2 spring to mind about what 

happened after Peter preached his sermon at Pentecost. Acts 2 v 37-38 & 40 

When the people heard this, they were deeply troubled and said to Peter and the 

other apostles, “What shall we do, brothers?” Peter said to them, “Each one of 

you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 

so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 
 

Peter made his appeal to them and with many other words he urged them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from the punishment coming on this wicked people!”  
 

So even Peter, who had spent time living and being taught by Jesus was aware 
that punishment was coming on this wicked people. And his response and the 
first answer to our question of how are we to be prepared for the coming ‘Day 
of the Lord’ is quite simply as peter put it: “Each one of you must turn away from 
your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be 
forgiven. Accept that in Gods sight the lives we are leading, which may appear to 
all around us as being fine and upstanding, fall far short of the lives which God 
wants us to live.  
 
Each one of us is guilty of living a sinful life.  
What me? Surely not! I am a fine upstanding member of society. 
What does the bible say? Romans 3 v 22-24: God puts people right through their 
faith in Jesus Christ. God does this to all who believe in Christ, because there is no 
difference at all: everyone has sinned and is far away from God's saving 
presence. But by the free gift of God's grace all are put right with him through 
Christ Jesus, who sets them free. 
 

So our first step is to recognise that in God’s sight we are all sinners and in need 
of the forgiveness which he offers and to accept that forgiveness. Each one of 
you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 
 
But then what? 
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Our reading from Acts gives us an insight in to how the early Christians put their 
faith in to practice: All the believers continued together in close fellowship and 
shared their belongings with one another. They would sell their property and 
possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to what each one 
needed. Day after day they met as a group in the Temple, and they had their 
meals together in their homes. 
 

Now don’t get bogged down in the minutiae of these verses. I know that the 
argument can be made about if I sell all my possessions then I will be a drain on 
the state etc etc. Instead look at the big picture. 
 

The early Christians spent their time in fellowship, sharing and caring. 
 

Now it would be very easy for me to stand here be very critical about us as 
Christians because let’s face it each one of us know that we don’t measure up 
very well when it comes to living Christian lives.  
 
But what I would say from these verses from Acts is simply this.  
For the early believers, God became the No.1 figure in their lives.  
Their lives, instead of revolving around their own wants and needs, instead were 
transformed by God coming in to their lives after they turned to Him in 
repentance.  
God transforms lives and whilst that may appear to be frightening for us, 
frightening in that it may disturb our comfortable lives, surely it is obvious to 
those who profess to be followers of Christ, that really the only way to live is to 
make Christ No.1 in our lives.  
If he is relegated, as he probably is in most of our lives to No.2 or even lower, 
then our lives as Christians are impoverished to say the least and we are missing 
out on so much that God wants to do in and through us. 
 
So the Day of the Lord’. We have the warnings. We can ignore them at our peril. 
We can continue through life with the thought that no one will be lost to God. 
But the Bible is clear that some will.  How foolish we would be having heard the 
warnings not to act on them. Remember we have a God who loves us beyond 
our understanding and He so wants each of us to experience His love working in 
and through each of our lives. 
Will you let him in or prefer to keep him at arm’s length – just in case he wants 
to move you on from your comfort zone! 
 

AMEN 


