
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
 
 → Because the place where I originally come from is a 
long way from here I’m often asked if I’m going “home” for 
Christmas.  And I ask others the same question too?  Why is 
that I wonder, when this place is home for most of the year?  
Why at Christmas time do our thoughts and our hearts turn to 
another place that we would call home? 
 
……….If you listen to many of the songs that are sung at this 
time of year or look at the scenes that are depicted on our 
Christmas cards, you can begin to get the feeling that we 
romanticize this Christmas season.  As we think of Christmas 
we smell the pine and we taste the turkey and we picture the 
scenes of domestic bliss with all the family gathered happily 
around and we want to be part of that scene. 
 
……….Now, for some of us that is perhaps fairly close to how 
it will be but for many people that’s the kind of Christmas that 
they dream of but have never experienced.  That means that 
some of us can’t wait to go home for Christmas and others of 
us may be dreading it because of the tension that will be in the 
air, or the loved one that will be missing or the disappointment 
that we know we’ll experience again.  John Ortberg, a 
contemporary Christian writer suggests that there is a home 
that we long for and the home that we have and there is 
always a gap between them! 
 
 → Mary and Joseph were away from home at that first 
Christmas having travelled to Bethlehem because of a census.  
The shepherds, because of their work, were away form home.  
The wise men travelled far from home to worship Jesus.  And 
then after Jesus birth, his family set up home in Bethlehem for 
a while but then had to run away to Egypt and then to Judea 
before finally ending up back in Nazareth.  Later on Jesus 
made Capernaum his home base, but the Bible says that 

Jesus had no “place to lay his head.”  He had no permanent 
home.      
 
……….But we all have a longing inside of us for home.  We all 
wamt to belong and there’s a sense in which we’ll always be 
homeless until we find our home with God.  We’re homesick for 
God and until we find him then our Christmas celebrations will 
always be incomplete.  Even if we could return to a place 
where everything seemed perfect, we’d always find that 
something is missing because what we long for isn’t the 
Christmases of our past but some way of bringing our past, our 
present and our future all together; all the broken and the 
scattered pieces of our lives and the only one who can achieve 
that for us is God himself.  So whether we recognise it or not, 
we are homesick for him, we long for him to be part of our 
lives. 
 
……….Well, the good news of Christmas is that God is also 
homesick for us.  That passage of scripture we heard just a 
moment ago spoke of God coming to live among us.  “The 
word became flesh and lived among us.”  It’s a little like the 
Grandad who was visiting his grandson one Christmas.  He 
walked into the room and saw the toddler standing in his 
playpen, crying.  When the boy saw his Grandad, his face lit up 
and he shouted, “Out Grandad, out!”  So, Grandad walked 
towards the playpen to lift his grandson out.   
 
……….Just at that moment though, the boy’s mother walked 
into the room and reminded the little boy of why he was in the 
playpen and that he wasn’t to come out.  She left the room and 
poor Grandad didn’t know what to do.  The tears of his 
grandson were tugging at his heart strings but he knew that he 
shouldn’t interfere with the discipline that his daughter was 
carrying out either.  Then he had an idea.  He couldn’t take his 
grandson out of the playpen, so he decided to climb in with 
him.”  And that’s a pretty good picture of what God did for us.  



When he came to this earth in the person of Jesus, he climbed 
in with us.  He came to share in our pain.  He came to be along 
side us.  He came to make his home with us.  He moved into 
our neighbourhood.   
 
 → The disciples who followed Jesus found a home with 
him, but then after three years he told them he was going to 
leave them and he speaks of a home that he’s going to 
prepare for them; a house with many rooms.  In that part of the 
world at that time families would live in such a way that homes 
were built around a central courtyard where the animals 
walked around.  Then when a young man wanted to get 
married work would start on building another room or house 
around the courtyard and when the work was done, the groom 
would collect the bride and the wedding would take place.   
 
……….So, when Jesus speaks of a house with many rooms, 
they are wedding words.  Jesus has made rooms ready for us 
and we can have a home with him for all eternity if we will 
move in our hearts from the manger of Bethlehem to the cross 
of Calvary.  Jesus went to the cross so that all of us could 
know what it feels like to come home, because when we place 
our trust in him and follow him that’s exactly how it feels – as if 
we have come home.      
  
 → I don’t know what it is that you’re longing for this 
Christmas.  Maybe you’re longing for it to be all over.  Maybe 
you’re longing for the money to stretch a little further.  Maybe 
you’re longing for people to be less demanding of you.  
Whatever it is that you long for this Christmas, there is good 
news for you.  You don’t have to give anything to God because 
he wants to give to you this Christmas. 
 
……….But in order to receive what God has for you, you may 
need to let go of some of the stuff that’s currently filling your 
hands and your heart.  He wants to meet your longing to be at 

home, your longing to belong, your longing to be in that place 
that you have maybe never experienced before.  Christmas is 
all about God’s homecoming.  But you may need to let go of 
the other things that distract you so that you can make space 
for God in your heart and your life. 
 
……….We couldn’t get to God, so he came to us.  Emmanuel, 
God with us.  When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God chose 
to be with us, to live in our neighbourhood so that one day we 
can live with him for ever.  But we can also be “at home” with 
him now if we will simply place our trust in him.  All of us can 
be “at home” for Christmas if we want to.  We don’t need to 
travel anywhere or take anything with us but simply accept the 
one who came and made his home among us. 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 


