
FOUR POWERS 
 
 → One of the things that you will perhaps most often hear ministers complain 
about or comment upon, is the fact that most of the job that we end up doing bears 
no resemblance to the training we received when we were in theological college.  All 
of that training, good as it was, taught us how to reflect theologically, honed our 
preaching skills somewhat and helped us study the Bible in more depth.  It certainly 
didn’t teach us what to do when two members of the congregation fall out, how to 
manage a building project, how to recruit volunteers, how to manage staff or even 
how to conduct a funeral! 
 
………..For some of us the skills for those tasks are brought with us from former 
employment situations, or we simply pick it up as we go along, learning by our 
mistakes.  In some cases we can perhaps turn to scripture to discover the principles 
we should follow.  However, when Dwight Moody, the nineteenth century evangelist 
and publisher was asked to conduct the first funeral or his ministry, he was anxious 
to do everything correctly.  So, he turned to his Bible to find out how Jesus would 
have done it and of course, discovered an amazing truth.  Jesus never conducted 
any funeral services!! 
   
……….In fact, as we read the New Testament we discover that every time Jesus 
came into contact with those who were dead, it wasn’t a funeral service that he 
conducted, but rather he restored their life.  He raised three people from the dead 
according to the gospels – Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter and the widow’s son that we’ve 
heard about tonight. 
 
 → So, let’s look again at the scene in this story.  Jesus is on his way to the 
city of Nain when he comes across a really sad procession.  This poor widow’s only 
son had become very sick and had died and now they’re on their way to the 
cemetery.  What a tragic sight it must have been.  And look at Jesus’ reaction.  He is 
full of pity and compassion; he walks up to her and he pleads with her not to cry.  
When anyone suffered, Jesus suffered with them.  He still does that today.  He can’t 
be in the presence of sadness and suffering in the life of someone else and not feel it 
for himself.  But why shouldn’t this woman cry?  Her only son is gone; he’s died.  
Part of her heart has been ripped from her!  And she’s a widow.  She has no one left 
in the world! 
 
…………But then Jesus does something other than just offer sympathy and 
compassion to this woman.  He stops the funeral procession and he walks towards 
the coffin or the wicker basket in which bodies were carried in those days.  He told 
the dead son to “get up” and that’s just what he did.  He got up and began to speak.  
What joy that mother must have felt!.  What surprise!  What gratitude!  The presence 
and the power of Jesus had made all the difference to her day and to her life. 
 
 → As we read through this story it seems to me that there are a number of 
very powerful things at work and the first of those is the power of death.  We all know 
that some day we will die.  We cannot avoid it.  As someone once said, “There are 
two certainties in life – taxes and death!”  We cannot know when it will happen to us 
or to those that we care about.  People die in a variety of circumstances and at 



various stages of their lives and although we may have some idea of how we’d like it 
to be for us, we don’t have the power to choose that.     
 
………It’s a power against which we are helpless.  We can ward it off for a while with 
healthy living and medication but ultimately, whatever steps we take to prolong life 
here, death comes to us all as it came to the son of the widow of Nain.  What a tragic 
scene – a woman that had experienced the power of death in her life, not once, but 
twice.  Taking all she had, her husband and her son.  Leaving her without love; 
without income; without support; without hope for the future and for her old age!  The 
power of death was taking its toll in her life.   
 
……….Is the power of death taking its toll on you right now?  It may be that for some 
of us there is grief over the loss of someone that we have loved that we simply 
haven’t dealt with yet.  Or it maybe death of a different kind that is having an impact 
in our lives!  Perhaps someone we love has changed so much because of illness or 
pain that we feel as if we’ve lost the one we once knew.  Maybe a relationship that 
we have valued is fading away or a new phase of life is imminent and we’re dreading 
the death of the way of life that we’ve known for so long? 
 
……….Death is powerful but as this story reminds us it is not the victor!  Remember 
that Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  That means that whatever tragic 
situations we may face that have the sting of death about them, our relationship with 
Jesus can make a difference in those situations and we can experience new life and 
purpose even in the face of death.  We may not literally see someone raised from 
death as the widow in this story did, but believing in Jesus and trusting in him to 
change things can make a world of difference to the way we see and experience 
those moments of death in our own experience.   
 
 → Then secondly, in this story, we see the power of love at work.  The woman 
weeps – perhaps she weeps because she’s anxious about her own future now that 
she has no one to help and support her, but no doubt she also weeps out of love for 
her son who is no longer with her.  A large crowd of people from the town are also 
with her on this funeral procession, declaring their love and support and sympathy 
for her.  But it’s the love that Jesus has for this woman, this woman for whom the 
loss of a son is a particular tragedy because of being a widow, that prompts him to 
move towards the coffin and indicates to the procession to stop.   
 
………. Love is an incredibly powerful force.  People manage to change the habits of 
a lifetime or a particular lifestyle for the sake of someone who loves them and who 
they recognise wants what’s best for them.  People literally give up their lives 
sometimes if it means saving someone else that they love.  And conversely, people 
are often driven to do terrible things that are completely out of character, because of 
the depth of their love for someone or something.   
 
………. Love is an incredibly powerful force that changes things and changes 
situations.  It motivates us to do things for good or ill that we might not otherwise 
consider.  In this situation Jesus was motivated by his love and his compassion for 
this woman, to touch a coffin, to draw near to the dead body.  That would have been 
unthinkable for the Jewish people but Jesus does it.  He’s not worried about 



contamination or rules about cleanliness.  He simply knows that this woman is in 
difficulty and out of his love for her he acts. 
 
..........In his letter to the church at Corinth, Paul reminds us that love is the greatest 
and the most enduring of all qualities – “These three remain, faith hope and love, 
and the greatest of these is love.”  Love is powerful and enduring and God is love.  
His love can change our hearts and lives and the love that we have for one another 
can change things too.   
 
 → Then thirdly, the power of tears is at work here.  There’s perhaps nothing 
more heart wrenching than seeing someone else in tears.  The tears of someone 
else moves us to compassion, they move us to action, they stir a particular kind of 
response in us.  And often all we want to do is help that person to stop crying, but 
actually sometimes it’s just what they need to do because the tears themselves can 
be bringing about release and healing in that person as they cry.   
 
……..So, telling someone to stop crying, isn’t necessarily always the best thing to do, 
but it’s exactly what Jesus did here in this story.  The widow is crying, and Jesus, 
moved by her tears and knowing the terrible situation that she is in, encourages her 
not to cry.  But of course, Jesus has good reason for doing that. He knows what 
happens next and that there really is no reason for the tears.  Her son is going to be 
restored to life again.  Death is going to be overcome. 
 
……….The tears of this woman moved Jesus to draw alongside her and her dead 
son and take action.  The tears of Mary and Martha and their friends moved Jesus to 
weep at the graveside of his friend Lazarus.  Jesus was also moved to tears when 
he recognised the plight of the city of Jerusalem.   
 
……….There are several examples in scripture of people being moved to tears 
because of their concern for others.  In Acts 20 we can read how Paul cried day and 
night for the Ephesian Christians.  The prophet Samuel spent the entire night in tears 
because of the disobedience of King Saul.  I wonder when we last shed tears, not 
because of our own situation, but because of our concern for others.  Our tears are 
powerful because they are a sign of our compassion and our understanding of the 
needs of others and they can move us to do something to help change things.  The 
Psalmist wrote, “Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.  He who goes 
out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves 
with him.”  It’s good for us to weep sometimes – it’s a powerful source of motivation.   
 
 → But, the most powerful thing of all in this story, is the presence of Jesus 
himself.  The funeral procession was on its way to the cemetery but it collided with 
Jesus and everything changed – his presence is powerful.  There’s also power in his 
voice.  He spoke and the raging sea was made calm when the disciples were in a 
boat on the lake.  Here, he speaks and a dead young man comes back to life.  There 
is power in the voice and the words of Jesus.  And there is power in his touch.  He 
touched the eyes of the blind man and his sight was restored and here he touches a 
coffin and life is given back to a young man.  The presence of Jesus makes all the 
difference when we are alert to that presence and responsive to him. 
 



……….What a powerful story this is that speaks not only of a young man being 
restored to life but also provides us with a picture of ourselves.  We are helpless to 
save ourselves just as that young man was, but God in his compassion for us, sent 
Jesus to bring us new life.   We can’t earn it, but God gives it freely to all those of us 
that will sit up and receive it from him.  And when we receive that new life, we do find 
that as the Holy Spirit works in us to change us death does lose its sting, and that 
love conquers all and that we are more frequently moved to tears at the plight of 
those around us.  The presence of Jesus in our lives makes a difference.   
 
……….So, as we ponder on what it really means for us to have Jesus in our lives, 
and as we think about what difference that makes, particularly in the tough times of 
life, the band are going to come and lead us in a song.  It’s a song that you won’t 
necessarily know, so you may simply want to sit and listen and let the words help 
you to think about what God has been saying tonight or if you want to join in that’s 
fine.  Then when we have finished with that song, we will share in bread and wine 
together remembering all that God was moved to do for us in Christ and taking this 
opportunity once again to receive Christ into our very being that we might also be 
filled with his power and his love.   
 
     
 
 
 


