
CHURCH WITH A HEART 

 → I’m not sure what Olivia’s favourite toy is at the moment, but I’m guessing 
that it won’t be a kaleidoscope!  I wonder how many of you remember having a 
kaleidoscope when you were younger?  When I was a child it was a fairly popular toy 
and you could spend many happy minutes looking down this cardboard tube which 
had coloured glass and mirrors at the other end.  We would twist and turn the tube 
watching how the patterns changed, simply because we were looking at them from a 
different perspective.  Life was simple then wasn’t it?  No electronic gadgets, no 
need to take chargers with you everywhere you go, no i-anything, but having said 
that, many kids are still just as happy with cardboard boxes and tubes these days I 
think, especially when they’re very young! 

……….Well, I think that this passage of scripture that we’ve heard this morning is a 
little like a kaleidoscope.  Every time you read it; every time you look at it and you 
turn the story over in your mind and you look at it in this way and that, you see 
something new.  You catch a glimpse of another ministry in the early church.  And 
you see again and again just how caring and compassionate the early church was.  
It really was a church with a heart and that’s exactly what every church should be 
like today, including this one! 

 → As we read this passage we get a sense of the early church having a real 
heart for individual people.  You may remember from other passages of scripture 
that you have read or heard that at that time hundreds and thousands of people were 
coming to faith in Christ, but here in this passage we are given the privilege of 
hearing in particular about four of those early believers – real people with real names 
and real feelings and real needs. 

……….We hear about Peter being sent to a Gentile town, Lydda, and how God 
works in his heart, helping him to see that the good news isn’t just for the Jews but 
for everyone.  It’s wonderful to see how God so often works in the hearts and lives of 
individual people to help prepare them for what he has planned in their futures.  God 
loves individual people – all of us are more than a number to him! 

……….And then there’s Aeneas who had been crippled for a number of years but 
was then healed.  We may wonder why we should hear about him at this stage, but 
again it reminds us that in the midst of all the many people coming to faith and into 
the church, here is an individual with a particular need which God met at that time.  
God cares about individuals.  He knows what is going on in our lives and he wants 
us to be aware that he shares in it all with us.  

……….Then there’s Tabitha who was brought back from death after Peter prayed for 
her.  What an amazing act of faith on Peter’s part to pray that prayer.  There’s no 
record of any of the apostles having done anything like that before but again, this 
woman was in need and God met that need by bringing Peter into the equation and 
working through his prayers.  

………. And finally in this passage Simon the tanner gets a mention.  We may 
wonder why all this detail is recorded, but once again God is working on Peter, 
because in those days a tanner, would have been considered to be ceremonially 



unclean and despised by any good Jew because he worked with dead animals.  So 
God is gently moving Peter away from the rules and regulations of his Jewish faith to 
a greater understanding of the grace that is ours in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
So God uses a real man, with a real name and a real job to do a great work in the life 
of Peter.  And today God continues to work through individuals, often quite 
unexpected ones too! 

……….The world we live in can often feel quite impersonal with our National 
Insurance numbers, and passport numbers and user names and passwords.  We 
even have to get a number when we go to buy shoes for our children sometimes!  
But God sees us all as individual people – people that he knows by name, people 
whose needs he understands and whose needs he wants to meet.  And if the church 
is going to be what God wants it to be then we have to be concerned about individual 
people as well.  That’s why the work of our Pastoral Visitors and Pastoral Worker is 
so important.  That’s why the role of our prayer team is so vital.  That’s why we are 
all called to encourage and pray for and support one another.  God would have us 
care for people as individuals.     

 → Then, as we turn the kaleidoscope to get another perspective on this 
passage of scripture we see that the early church had a heart for helping.  Tabitha is 
described as someone who spent all her time doing good and helping the poor.  
Later in the passage, we discover that she was really good at sewing and blessed 
other people by using those gifts, making what they needed.   

……….All of us have some gifts and skills.  Some of you may think you haven’t, but 
you have!  They may not be the flashiest gifts; the ones that get people noticed.  But 
that doesn’t matter.  Every gift is vital when it comes to the church being able to 
reach out and help others.  Think for a moment about a paper clip.  It’s only a little 
thing.  There’s not much metal in it, but it manages to do a great job of holding things 
together just because of the way that little piece of metal is bent?   

……….God wants the church of today to be a helping church, just as it was in its 
earliest days.  So, that means that it’s really important for all of us to use the gifts 
and skills that God has given to us, whatever they are.  With the paper clip, there’s 
only a little bit of metal but the way in which it is bent and used is vital.  So with us, 
the way in which we shape and use the gifts God has given to us is vital.  It’s always 
wonderful to hear stories within the church family or meals being taken to those who 
are ill or who have just had a new baby, of transport being provided, or cars being 
fixed or odd jobs around the home being done by others within the church family.   
So whether you’re a tea maker, or a musician, a flower arranger or a preacher, a 
photographer or a childminder, a teacher or an encourager, an accountant or an 
artist, a carpenter or a computer whizz, the important thing is that you use those gifts 
within the life of the church and community to help people because the church needs 
to have a heart for helping people.   

 → So, the early church had a heart for individuals and a heart for helping and 
the church of today, this church needs to have the same.  But let’s turn that 
kaleidoscope one more time and have one final look at this passage, because there 
is surely one more thing that actually makes the church different from any other 



group of people.  The early church had a heart for bringing people to faith in Christ 
and we need to be the same. 

……….There are two miracles recorded in this passage of scripture – one person 
healed and the other raised from the dead.  Both remarkable things, but in each case 
the outcome was more than just a sick person made well and a dead person brought 
back to life.  In both cases people saw what was happening amongst the believers 
and they themselves came to faith in Jesus Christ.  That’s what it’s all about.  The 
caring and the helping that we do as a church is fantastic but if all that we’re about is 
activities and events then we’re not really a church.  We need to have a heart for 
helping people to find faith in Christ and to become disciples.  Jesus is the reason 
why we do all the other things because we want everyone to know that they are 
loved and valued and accepted by God, but we also want people to know God for 
themselves and to have the kind of relationship with him that God created us all for 
in the first place. 

……….So, for those of you here today who are part of this church family already, 
let’s be encouraged by all that God is doing amongst us here as we seek to care for 
and support others and help them to know that God knows and values them as 
individuals.  But let’s also have the courage to help people understand that it’s 
because of our faith in Christ that we do any or all of these things; that our everyday 
activities become extraordinary because we do these things for God and we want 
others to see him in what we do and who we are.   

……….And if you’re here today and you’re not yet part of this church family, then 
please hear that good news, that God cares about you as an individual person; that 
God values you and loves you and wants to have a relationship with you that will 
transform the way you see and experience life. 

……….May we always be a church that has a heart for individual people, a church 
that has a longing to help everyone with whom we come into contact, but may we 
also always be a church that seeks to introduce people to Jesus whose love for 
every person is so much greater than ours could ever be and whose transforming 
power can turn lives around, fill life with colour and give people a whole new 
perspective.   

 

 

 

 


