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Let's say a prayer.   Heavenly Father, as we open the Scriptures, we ask you to guide us by your Holy 
Spirit so that we can more fully understand the person of Jesus, and be better equipped to serve 
him faithfully. Amen 
 
READ , from The Wrath of God Satisfied? By Tom Stuckey p77  
 
  The heavy rain was unabating. Everywhere the fields were saturated and our coach sometimes 
ploughed through the water that swamped the sides of the road. Our small party had come 
prepared with waterproofs and umbrellas. All of us were pensive as we journeyed from Krakow to 
Auschwitz.  I kept remembering the images of the 'thinking Christ' we had seen in the churchyard at 
Zakopane...this Christ held his head in his hands, and his expression seemed to say, 'What have you 
done to my world?'  On our tour of Auschwitz we were to witness the dark side of human 
achievement. 
It was not just the cynical disregard for human life that disturbed me. The twentieth century has a 
history of unspeakable violence, mass murder, and  torture. What I personally found appalling was 
the cold-blooded search for efficiency in exterminating 1.3 million men, women and children. 
Our party tramped for two hours around Auschwitz, going from hut to hut, and finally ending up in 
the gas chamber and adjacent crematorium. For a brief moment I was able to stand alone in this 
vortex of evil. The rain pattered through the holes in the roof through which lethal cyclone B gas 
was released to kill several hundred people stacked like cattle in a stall of death. It took twenty 
minutes for them to die. Now only rain came through the holes. God was shedding tears. 
 
What powerful evidence, if we need it, that there is evil at work in God's world! We can't but be 
deeply shocked by the mass killing of thousands upon thousands of innocent men, women and 
children in the last war,  annihilated simply because of their ethnic origin. And it did not stop there. 
We now euphemistically call it ethnic cleansing. 
 
Is this how God wants humans to behave? Clearly not!   Surely God must weep when he sees what 
people can do to each other! What have you done to my world? 
 
But  is it just mass murder that makes God weep? NO.  He weeps every time any one of us gives in 
to temptation, every time any one of us acts selfishly, every time any one of us compromises our 
faith, fiddles our tax expenses, seeks popularity at the expense of principle, or fails to trust him.   
We are all tempted, and we can all fail.  
 
Adam and Eve were tempted to distrust and disobey God,  and they gave in. Jesus was tempted, 
and resisted.  
 
George has read for us this passage from Luke 4, one of this week's reading from Essential Jesus. 
We heard how Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit led him into the wilderness, where he was 
tested, or to be tested, as some versions say. 
 
In his commentary on this passage, Michael Green suggests that testing strengthens spiritual 
muscles.  
 
Jesus was fully human, as well as fully divine, and the testing, the temptations were real.  
 



And incidentally, the only way we know about the temptations at all must be because Jesus himself 
spoke about it. No one else was around, except Satan – and Satan was hardly likely to brag about 
being so roundly trounced by Jesus! 
 
Before this,  Jesus  was on a bit of a high. He had just been baptised by John, and had heard the 
voice of God saying, 'This is my beloved Son'. What a tremendous boost to the beginning of his 
ministry!  He was full of the Spirit, we read, and certainly life was looking very promising.  But like 
many people, Jesus found that a high was followed by a low.  
 
Have you ever succeeded with something, people have said great things about you – and 
afterwards, things have gone wrong, there's been something of a low, an anti-climax?  
 
It seems to me that when we are on a kind of spiritual high, when our walk with God is going well, 
we are most at risk.  That's probably because Satan doesn't like it! He wants to give us a wobble, 
he throws temptation in our path. Then we can so easily hit a low. This was a major low for Jesus. 
Hearing so clearly the approval of his Father,   then 40 days in the wilderness, hot by day, cold by 
night, nothing to eat, no one to talk to. How absolutely awful, after that great affirmation by his 
Father! 
 
I love v 2 of Luke 4 ‘Jesus had not eaten for 40 days and he was hungry! '  
 
 What an understatement! Hungry? He was starving! He was weak, faint and hallucinating. 
 
And then up pops Satan, cashing in on that stomach- searing hunger. 'IF you are really the Son of 
God,' - in other words, are you sure you really are the Son of God?   -  'then why not turn these 
stones into bread?' 
 
When you are as weak as Jesus was, you hallucinate. The stones in the desert would look a bit like 
loaves of bread.  
 
And this was a real temptation.  Jesus could have done it.  After all, he was able to turn water into 
wine, and to feed 5000 people from one picnic. Turning a stone into bread offered no difficulty.  
 
When Satan offered this suggestion, Imagine the conversation that  was going on in the mind of 
Jesus. 
 
On the one hand,  'I am really hungry. I am weak.  I need strength to do my Father's work. It won't 
do any harm to make just one of these stones into a loaf...' Then the other voice in his head -  'But I 
trust my Father to provide whatever I need. I will not use my power for selfish ends'.  
  
And he drew on his knowledge of Scripture to resist the temptation. He gathered what strength he 
had, and declared, ‘Man cannot live on bread alone.' 
 
And later we read that angels ministered to him. So he was  right to trust God to provide. But it 
was a real temptation. 
     
 Do we sometimes rely on our own resources, instead of on God's Spirit?  
 
 



There was a famous American evangelist who was very successful at winning people for Christ. He 
preached to hundreds of people every week, and every week lots made a commitment to turn 
from their sin and follow Jesus. Week after week, month after month, they flocked to hear him, 
and his church grew and grew. And then, people stopped coming so much, fewer and fewer people 
were responding to his call to commitment. Why? Because he was relying on his own resources, his 
own skills, his own   skills of oratory, and not on the power of God's Spirit.  
 
Adrian was a business consultant who went around the country offering consultancy and training. 
He was good at it. He was a Christian, and one day he felt that God was calling him to be a 
preacher. Yes, he thought, I can do that. I am good at public speaking; it will be simple to stand in a 
pulpit.  But Adrian's first sermon was a disaster. He fumbled for words; he lost his place, and felt 
utterly humiliated. A wise elderly vicar took him under his wing, and gently pointed out that Adrian 
was relying on himself and not on God. Adrian learned a hard lesson that day.  
 
Jesus knew that he needed to rely on his Heavenly Father, not on any wonder-working powers he 
had, to meet his own needs. 
 
Then Satan had another go. He took Jesus, perhaps in his imagination, to a high mountain where 
he could see all the kingdoms of the world. 'You can have it all,' Satan said. 'I will give it to you.'  
 
Again, a real temptation for Jesus. 
 
After all, God's eternal plan was that Jesus would be king of all creation. And he could have it now! 
He could short cut the process, miss out the horror of the cross, he could rule the world!  
But it involved an enormous compromise. Just worship me, said Satan, and you can have it all.' 
Again, Jesus quoted Scripture – 'Worship only the Lord your God.'  and he refused to compromise.  
  The early Christians refused to compromise. Some of the Caesars in the first Century AD had 
illusions of grandeur – well, actually, most of them did! And several decided that they were gods, 
and insisted that everyone worshipped  them. All it meant was putting a bit on incense on the 
altar, and saying the words, Caesar is Lord. The Christians could have done it, tongue in cheek, and 
got away with it. But they wouldn't compromise their faith. As a result many of them were 
crucified or thrown to the lions. 
There are many Christians who are persecuted today because they refuse to give up their faith. You 
may have heard of Pastor Nadakharni. He was imprisoned in 2008 on various trumped up charges, 
but mainly because he was a Christian leader. He was tortured, but he refused to deny his Lord and 
he refused to promise to give up his church. He was released from prison just recently, but it may 
not be long before he is arrested again.  
How do you compromise your beliefs? How do I? What do we put in place of God at the centre of 
our lives? What do we worship? It's a challenging question.  
 
In a final throw, Satan took Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem, 400 feet up, and this time, 
Satan quoted scripture! 'If you are the Son of God' – note the seeds of doubt he was planting again 
– 'if you are the Son of God, throw yourself down – because the scripture says that God will send 
his angels to save you'.  
 
Scary, but tempting. Jesus knew that his Father could send angels to save him. He knew that as a 
result people would flock to him. He could be a popular hero. His reputation would be great.  He 
could teach people about God, about love, they would listen to him, because he would have 
caught their attention.   



And maybe he could save the world without facing the horrors of crucifixion...Just like in the 
garden of Gethsemane, where he was tempted to avoid the cross. In Gethsemane Jesus was 
terrified, sweating with fear – and yet there he said to his heavenly Father,  'Not my will but yours.' 
And he went to the cross. And the whole of the Godhead suffered, for God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself. 
 
Jesus knew there was no easy way to save the world. There were no short cuts.  He was obedient 
to his Father. And at this 3rd wilderness temptation  he used scripture against Satan. 'Do not put the 
Lord God to the test', he quoted. And he sent Satan packing – for the time being.  
 Popularity, reputation, was not important to Jesus. He was  entirely focused on doing his Father's 
will. 
How much does reputation matter to us? 
 
  A vicar knew that he was very influenced by what people thought about him. And he tried to be 
humble and not let it matter too much. One day after a service, a member of the congregation 
said, 'Great sermon vicar'. 'Thank you,' he said,  'but it wasn't me it was God' – 'O' she said,  'It 
wasn't that good!' 
 
Adrian Plass – the most honest Christian speaker there is, I think – tells of how when he has had a 
speaking engagement, people will often hand him a cheque in an envelope. He puts in 
nonchalantly in his pocket, as if it really doesn't bother him what they think he is worth. Then as 
soon as he is on his own, he tears open the envelope to look at the cheque, to see how much they 
rate him!        
 
We have heard a lot recently about the Hillsborough disaster. It seems evident now that the South 
Yorkshire  police deliberately and wrongly put the blame on the Liverpool fans. Why? To save their 
own reputation. 
 
Reputation is important. But when reputation is saved at the cost of principle, it is not right. What 
have they done to my world, says God. 
 
  For Jesus, relationship with his Father was key. Reputation was not significant. He resisted the 
temptation to do anything other than his father's will.  
He chose to rely on God's resources, not his own. He chose to take the hard way, not the easy way. 
Using his powers to feed himself, ruling the kingdoms of the world, being hailed as a popular hero 
– none of these was God's way, but they were real temptations to Jesus. Each  suggestion of 
Satan's was good, legitimate, reasonable – but not what God wanted. 
 
What about us? 
Are we able to trust God to sustain us, or do we tend to rely on ourselves? 
Do we compromise God's standards for a short term fix?  
Do we value our reputation more than we value God's approval? 
 
If we want to resist these temptations, we can do 5 things that Jesus did. 

1.  Expect to be tempted. For the more closely we walk with God, the more likely we are to be 
attacked by Satan, because the last thing he wants is for us to love and serve God. 

2. We can take strength from the knowledge that Jesus was tempted, and resisted 'Resist the 
devil and he will flee  from us ' - James 4:7 

3. We can soak ourselves in Scripture so that we can defend ourselves. Today is Bible Sunday, 



so a good day to resolve to study the Bible.  
4. We can build up a strong relationship with our loving heavenly Father, so that we can 

honestly say, 'Not my will but yours' 
5. We can rely on the Spirit of God to sustain and support us. 

  
It is not wrong to be tempted, only wrong to give in. We are  not like the Nazis, exterminating 
thousands of people because they are different from us.  But God weeps over us, too, when we 
rely on ourselves, not him, when we compromise his standards, when we put reputation or 
popularity before principle.  
 
Jesus was tempted, and he struggled. Again and again in the gospels we find times when he is 
tempted. But thank God, he always did what his Father wanted, and by his obedience, he won 
salvation, freedom, new life, for us.  Amen 
 
 


