
BETHLEHEM POINTS TO CALVARY 
 
 → Those of you who’ve already seen and read your church magazine for 
October may have been cursing me for mentioning Christmas already!  If you have, 
you may not be too happy this morning either, because the passage of scripture that 
you’ve just heard read and which you’ll all be encouraged to read as part of the 
Essential Jesus reading programme this week, is one that we often include in our 
Christmas services so it seems that there’s no escape from having to think about 
that season of the year when we celebrate the coming of Christ into the world! 
 
……….This coming week, the Essential Jesus reading programme will cause you to 
look at some passages from the Old Testament that contain prophecy about the 
coming of Jesus and about his character and his nature.  So inevitably there is a 
passage that speaks about the birth of Jesus which incidentally we will be 
celebrating in just 79 days from now! 
 
 → The prophet Micah was from a country town in Judah and he was fairly 
sure that Judah was going to face the same kind of national disaster that the prophet 
Amos had predicted for the northern kingdom.  So the early chapters of this book are 
full of fairly hard hitting stuff.  Micah, like many of his fellow prophets, wasn’t too 
worried about being a popular kind of chap.  He was more concerned about being 
faithful to the message that God had given to him.  However, as we see from the 
words we have heard today and from other well known parts of this book, Micah’s 
message also contains some clear signs of hope for the future. 
 
……….In the middle of Micah’s challenging message, we find these words that we 
have heard this morning.  Words that lift Micah and those who had ears to hear right 
out of the situation that they currently experience in to a time that is far, far in the 
future; to a time and a place that would change things not just for the nation of Israel 
but ultimately for the whole world. 
 
 → In my magazine article, I’ve encouraged you to look ahead to Christmas, 
which you may recall is just 79 days away, but Micah was encouraging the people to 
look much further ahead to a time when a ruler would come who would bring peace 
and safety to his people; a ruler who would be acknowledged as great by people all 
over the earth; a ruler who would be born in Bethlehem but whose life, ministry and 
influence would have much more far reaching implications. 
 
……….That’s a prophet’s role.  To get people to look ahead; to see what’s coming; 
to understand the consequences of the choices they make but also to bring hope.  
Micah spoke of hope that would come in the person of a strong and peaceful ruler 
but if that whole story is to make sense, we need to look beyond the events in 
Bethlehem of which Micah speaks to other things that you will read of in Zechariah 
and other prophets over the coming couple of weeks.  For the promised ruler to 
achieve all that Micah prophecies we need to look ahead to Easter and to the cross.  
It’s just 79 days to Christmas and it’s just 95 days after that to Easter next year.  But 
how far is it really from Bethlehem to Calvary and what difference might it make to us 
to really make that journey in our understanding of the promised ruler of whom Micah 
speaks?  How might making that journey help us to know the peace which Micah 
promises this ruler will bring? 
 → So, just 95 days between Christmas Day and Easter Day and during that 
time you will continue your journey through this Essential Jesus reading programme, 



hopefully discovering more and more about Jesus as you travel.  But how far is it 
really from Bethlehem to Calvary?  Well, that question could be answered in a 
number of different ways depending on who we ask! 
 
……….If we were to ask that question of a tour guide for example then of course, 
we’d get the geographical answer.  Walking north east from Bethlehem it’s about five 
miles to the city of Jerusalem.  So, a journey that you could make in a few minutes 
by car or in less than two hours by foot!  A journey that takes you from a sleepy town 
to a bustling city; from the place where Ruth married Boaz, where King David was 
born and where Joseph brought his young, pregnant wife to be counted in the 
census ordered by the Roman Emperor to the place where that child of Joseph and 
his wife was crucified some time later.  It’s not very far at all in a geographical sense. 
 
 → But then what if we were to ask that same question of a historian.  “How far 
is it from Bethlehem to Calvary?  He or she might also suggest that actually it’s not 
that far at all!  Compared to the many years that have come and gone since God first 
created the world, the thirty three years between the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and 
his crucifixion on a cross outside the walls of Jerusalem is a very short time.  It’s not 
that far from the starry sky over Bethlehem to the darkened sky over Jerusalem.  
There’s only a brief lifespan between angels singing “peace on earth” to soldiers 
gambling for Jesus’ clothes at the foot of his cross.  There’s just a few short years 
from a manger of hay to a crown of thorns, from tears of joy at a birth to tears of grief 
at a death.   
 
……….And yet, close as it might be both geographically and historically, sadly, many 
of us don’t truly make that journey from Bethlehem to Calvary in a spiritual sense 
because it’s far more comfortable to think about a baby in a manger than a dying 
man upon a cross.   In our hearts and in our minds we’re content to leave Jesus in 
the manger and we avoid the painful truth of the cross. 
 
………Why might that be?  Well, a baby in a manger, a child Christ doesn’t really 
make any demands on our life.  But the birth of a child in Bethlehem is of little 
consequence, unless he goes on to fulfil the promise as prophesied by Micah and 
that requires his death upon a cross.  We all know that just like any other child, 
Christ didn’t remain a child.  As Luke records in his gospel, “Jesus grew both in body 
and in wisdom, gaining favour with God and men.” 
 
……….Quite simply, Jesus grew up.  He matured.  He became a toddler, a school 
aged child, a teenager and then an adult, and as an adult he was eventually crucified 
on a cross for you and for me.  You see without Calvary, the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem would have been pointless.  It’s the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross 
that brings about the kind of peace that Micah was describing in his prophetic words.  
He wasn’t just speaking about a ruler who would manage to bring about a time of 
peace.  He’s describing someone who would be their peace and ours too.  And that 
kind of peace is only known by us when our relationship with God is restored to all 
that God originally intended it to be.  It’s Jesus’ death on the cross that makes it 
possible for us to enjoy that restored relationship. 
 
  → Within these few short verses Micah prophecies about a number of things.  
First of all he claims that the promised Messiah will be born in Bethlehem.  A 
surprising claim, but one that Matthew confirms to be true.  Matthew 2 says, “Jesus 
was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was King.  



Soon afterwards some men who studied the stars came and asked, “Where is the 
baby born to be the King of the Jews?”  King Herod was upset and asked his chief 
priests that same question.”  They answered in Bethlehem in Judea and then quoted 
the words from the prophet Micah. 
 
……….Secondly he claims that the promised Messiah will be an eternal King.  This 
promised ruler has a family line that goes back to ancient times as we heard this 
morning or as it says in some translations “from the days of eternity.”  And in Luke’s 
gospel when Mary is told about the child that she will have, the angel promises her 
that “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God.  The Lord God 
will make him a King, as his ancestor David was, and he will be the king of the 
descendants of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end!” 
 
……….Micah also prophecies that this promised ruler will look after those within his 
care.  They will live in safety and security, something that we hear about again in 
John’s gospel where the following words of Jesus are recorded: “I am the good 
shepherd.  As the Father knows me and I know the Father, in the same way I know 
my sheep and they know me.  And I am willing to die for them.”   
 
……….And finally Micah prophecies that this promised ruler will bring peace, 
something borne out by Paul’s words to the Ephesians when he writes, “for Christ 
himself has brought us peace by making Jews and Gentile one people.  With his own 
body he broke down the wall that separated them and kept them enemies.”   
 
 → These other passages of scripture held us to see that the prophecy of 
Micah has come to pass, but what difference does that really make to us today?  
Well, we can know that experience of living in safety, security and peace as God’s 
people, but we do need to move beyond the birth of a baby in Bethlehem in Judea to 
a cross on a hill outside Jerusalem.  That’s what Jesus had to do to fulfil the 
prophecies of Micah and others and it’s what we need to do in our hearts and minds 
if we are to discover more about Jesus and experience his rule in our lives. 
 
……….Geographically it isn’t far from Bethlehem to Jerusalem.  Historically it isn’t far 
from the manger to the cross and spiritually it’s quite a short distance from 
Bethlehem to Calvary too.  So, let’s be sure that we make that journey.  Let’s not be 
content to stay in Bethlehem with an experience of Jesus that’s confined to a baby in 
a manger, not when there’s so much waiting for us just a short distance away.  Let’s 
face up to the reality of that death on a cross which is what has achieved salvation 
and peace for us.  The birth of a baby in Bethlehem may hold the promise of eternal 
life, but it’s the death of that same baby several years later that offers the gift of 
eternal life to us all.   
 
……….So, if you’ve never made that journey in your heart and mind, it’s my prayer 
that this week as you read the words of the prophets, you will be encouraged to look 
beyond the coming of Christ in Bethlehem which so neatly fulfils Micah’s words, 
towards the cross of Christ where you will both discover and experience many other 
things that were prophesied about Jesus in your own life.  May each of us know what 
it is to live in safety and peace because we have trusted in Christ, the one who was 
born in Bethlehem but who died on a cross to be our peace. 
 

 


