
A FRUITFUL COMMUNITY 

 → So, picture the scene.  It’s the night that Jesus would be betrayed, arrested and 
then killed.  He knows it, but his disciples don’t.  He’s having his last supper and his last 
conversation with them.  They don’t know it but Jesus is actually preparing them for life 
without him there.  They’re about to be plunged into grief and fear like they’ve never 
experienced before but in the midst of all that, the mission of changing the world is going 
to be passed to them from Jesus.   

………. The passage of scripture that we have heard this morning is the same passage 
that we used right at the beginning of this series way back on the 8th September.  Back 
then I used it to help us think about ourselves as a healing community and this morning I 
want to build on that idea as we think of ourselves as a fruitful community which is fitting at 
this Harvest celebration. 

……….Jesus talks to his friends about him being the vine and them being the branches 
which are connected to him.  That’s how he describes their relationship.  But he then goes 
on to talk about what branches are meant to do.  Branches are meant to bear fruit, but 
they can only manage that if they stay connected to the vine.  It’s pretty obvious that if you 
saw a branch from an apple tree and keep it in your garage you won’t get any fruit from it – 
a branch must be connected to the tree if it’s going to bear fruit.  So, the same is true for 
us.  If we’re going to bear spiritual fruit, we must stay connected to Jesus. 

……….Producing fruit is a good thing.  None of us like fruit trees that don’t provide a 
harvest and so God expects us to bear fruit in our lives.  In this passage Jesus tells his 
friends and us why it’s a good thing.  First of all, when we bear fruit, we bring glory to God 
and secondly we prove that we are his disciples.  If our lives aren’t producing fruit then 
there’s no evidence that we are followers of Jesus. 

……….So, this is really important stuff.  At this time of year when we celebrate the fact that 
our land and our seas have provided a wonderful harvest yet again, we remember that 
Jesus wants us to be fruitful followers.  He wants us as individuals and as a church family, 
to remain so connected to him that he’s able to produce fruit through us. 

 → But what is this fruit that we’re called to produce?  Well, first of all we’re expected 
to grow our Christian character; those actions and attitudes that help others to know that 
we’re followers of Jesus.  Galatians 5 talks about the fruit of the spirit; virtues like love, joy, 
patience, faithfulness, goodness, self-control and others.  These are all things that the 
Holy Spirit grows in us as we remain closely connected to Jesus.  But Christian character 
is also displayed in actions like worship, prayer, telling others about our faith, saying sorry 
and changing our ways.  All of these things show others that we’re followers of Jesus.  
Fruit is growing Christian character.   

………. But the other kind of fruit we’re called to grow is other followers of Jesus.  When 
Jesus returned to heaven he called his followers then and now to make more followers.  
One of the things that characterises fruit is that they have seeds in them or on them and 
when they are planted they make more fruit.  And it’s the same with us.  God’s plan for 
making more followers is through you and me.  He’s relying on us!  So we are fruitful when 
we help to grow other followers of Jesus.   

 → So, we’re called to bear fruit so that God is glorified and so that others know that 
we are followers of Jesus.  But how do we, as a church bear this fruit?  How do we 



continue to develop our own Christian character and make more followers of Jesus?  Well, 
I’d like to suggest that there might be five things that we ought to be about as a church 
family if we’re going to continue to provide an environment in which people can experience 
wholeness of body, mind and spirit and in which we bear the fruit that we are called to 
bear. 

……..Firstly we need to offer radical hospitality.  We need to offer the kind of gracious 
welcome to everyone that encourages a genuine sense of belonging.  It’s not just about us 
being friendly and courteous to those that choose to come amongst us.  It’s more than 
that.  It’s about recognising that many people round and about us in our communities don’t 
have any links with a community of faith and then wanting to do something about it.  It’s 
about praying for them and inviting them to come amongst us so that they catch a glimpse 
of the love of God through the relationships they see and experience in this community.  
When was the last time that you prayed for your friends or neighbours who have no links 
with a community of faith?  When was the last time that you invited someone to come with 
you to church?  When was the last time that you prayed for one of your friends to find faith 
in Christ?  Do we really want others to come and be part of our family here?  Are we really 
willing to welcome everyone that comes?  Are we cultivating this kind of environment in 
which we are all connected to each other and in which fruit can grow? 

……….Secondly, our worship needs to be passionate.  There’s a world of difference 
between coming to a service and truly worshipping God.  When we come before God to 
worship him we need to be longing to meet with him and willing to be honest with him 
about what is going on in us.  We need to be listening for what he has to say to us and 
willing to take on board what he may ask us to do or to change.  When you get up on a 
Sunday morning are you longing to be here to be meet with God or is it just something that 
you do when there’s not a better offer on the table?  When was the last time that you really 
experienced God’s presence as you worshipped him?  When was the last time that you 
heard him speak to you as you worshipped him?  When was the last time that you 
challenged me or a worship leader about how we could help you better to connect with 
God as we worship?  Is our worship really a time when people can sense something of the 
presence and the love of God?  Are we cultivating this kind of environment in which fruit 
can grow? 

 → Thirdly, we need to be intentional about seeing faith develop in all of us.  That 
means that we need to take seriously those promises that we all make when children or 
adults are baptised or confirmed where we commit ourselves to keeping the church alive 
so that they can grow in faith.  That means that we need to commit ourselves to ensuring 
that our Young Church, our youth activities, our nurture classes, our Home Groups, our 
fellowship groups remain alive and that means that it’s not someone else’s responsibility 
but it’s your responsibility.  If we’re going to see faith develop in all of us we all need to 
play our part in ensuring that the appropriate ministries are available and we all need to 
take responsibility for the development of our own faith.  Join a Home group, be part of a 
prayer triplet, come along to the Bible Study and be careful to protect some time each day 
to be in prayer.  We need to be intentional about cultivating this kind of environment in 
which fruit can grow? 

……….Fourthly we need to be willing to take risks in our mission and our service in this 
community, doing things that we’ve never done before, trying things that we’re not even 
sure will work, partnering with other organisations who have a shared interest in changing 
things for the better, using our resources in ways that send the message that they belong 
to all and not just to us!  As church families express a willingness to move outside of their 



comfort zones and follow Christ into more adventurous encounters with people, God’s 
spirit changes individuals, changes those that they encounter and changes the church; 
God brings healing and wholeness into people’s lives.  How much change are we willing to 
see and how many risks are we willing to take in order to cultivate this kind of environment 
in which fruit can grow? 

………So, we are called to offer radical hospitality and passionate worship, we are called 
to be intentional about growing in faith and willing to take risks.  Finally we are called to 
offer extravagant generosity.  Our giving to the church should never be about what the 
church needs, but always in response to the generosity of God in our lives.  We’re really 
grateful to so many in this church family who are incredibly generous with money, time and 
talents.  But imagine how much more fruit we might see grow in us as individuals and in us 
as a church if we were even more extravagant in our giving?  When was the last time that 
you really thought about what you give to God financially and does what you give hurt you 
yet?  If not, maybe you aren’t really being extravagant?  When was the last time you 
thought about what you give in terms of your time when you weren’t thinking about how it 
impacts upon you, but rather what difference it may be making in the lives of others? How 
much are we really willing to give in order to cultivate this kind of environment in which fruit 
can grow? 

 → So our mission is to produce fruit and fruit needs certain conditions in which to 
grow.  Hospitality, worship, opportunities to grow in faith, risk taking mission and 
generosity all help to provide the right conditions, but in all of this we must remain 
connected to Christ and connected to one another.  Did you notice the emphasis on love 
that Jesus made when he spoke to his disciples?  Their world was about to be turned 
upside down and they were going to face severe persecution and so they needed to love 
one another deeply in order to survive.   

………We also produce fruit and create an environment where people can experience 
healing and wholeness when we are connected to one another in love.  Producing fruit is 
not a solitary endeavour.  God has brought us together in this wonderful thing called the 
church; the body of Christ.  And we need each other as we face the pressures and 
challenges of being followers of Jesus in this 21st century.   

 →So, how well are we doing, honestly?  How fruitful have you been in this last 
year?  How fruitful have we been as a church?  How strong is your connection to Jesus 
the vine right now?  How much will others sense the love and the grace and the mercy of 
God as they experience life within this community of faith?  This harvest celebration 
reminds us just how faithful God has been to us for another year and in that we rejoice.  
Let us also cause him to rejoice as we commit ourselves to living fruitful lives for him and 
being a healing and fruitful community in the year to come. 

 


